08 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Umo
UWVNO MEMBERS TOLD TO PREPARE FOR MORE | NTENSE CHALLENGES

KUALA LUMPUR, May 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has
told Umo nmenbers to be ready to face nore intense chal |l enges ahead being a
party that manifests the aspirations of the country and people.

"We nust be able to conpete with other peoples who are nore progressive
and seize our rights," said the party president and Prine Mnister.

Being a party at the helmof the government's adm nistration, Umo nust
play a positive role to ensure the people fromall strata of society,
particularly the Mal ays, are prepared to face the future with nental and
spiritual strength, he said in his nessage published in the souvenir
programre for the party's 50th anni versary cel ebrati on on Sat urday.

Dr Mahathir wants the Mal ays to master know edge in every field and
adapt themselves to all situations and changes taking place around t hem

"Today, in celebrating our party's 50th anni versary, |et us renew our
determ nation to defend our party's supremacy in | eading the people towards
achieving a vision that promises an excellent life in the new era ahead,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the 50th anni versary coincides with the renai ssance of
t he Mal ays.

He said Umo has proved the Mal ays possess noral and spiritual strength
to progress but they must not be content with what they have achi eved so
far.

"Qur challenge nowis to capitalise on the country's excell ent
performance as the base to attain supremacy of our people, country and
religion in the next century," he said.

Bei ng the ol dest political party, he said, Umo has weat hered many
chal I enges incl udi ng sone which threatened its existence.

"The country's well-being and its excellent performance are due to the
sacrifices, struggles and tireless work of our forner | eaders fromthe tine
of Datuk Onn Jaafar, Tunku Abdul Rahmah Putra Al -Haj, Tun Abdul Razak and
Tun Hussein Onn until now," he said.

The generation of Mal ays who have achi eved progress and success in
every sector are reaping the fruit of the struggles and vision of past Umo
| eaders, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Umo has retained its influence and credibility as a
party whi ch paved the way for the progress and devel opnent of the country
as a denocratic and just society.

"Fromthe start, Umo has been struggling for the vision that the
country's future hinged on racial harnony, nutual understandi ng and respect
for the multiracial people with diverse culture and religious beliefs," he
sai d.

"Now, Mal aysia, their honel and, is peaceful, harnoni ous and devel oped.
Mal aysia i s now an exenplary nmultiracial country with its people living in
peace and enjoying a prosperous life.

"This is Umo's achi evenent which we are proud of. The success spurred
us to proceed with the country's devel opnent to have a harnoni ous Ml aysi an
race in future," he said.

He said allegations by certain groups that the Umo forned in 1946
chanpi oned the cause of Ml ays but that the present Umo wi thdrew speci al
privileges accorded to themwere nerely distorting reality and the truth.

"There is no difference what soever between the present Umo and that of
the past as it still pursues the sanme objectives and aspirations for the



future of the Mal ays," he said.

In fact, the struggles and aspirations of the present Umo are broader
to bring the Malays to greater heights of success which have not been
dreant of by past Umo | eaders, he said.

Umo is indebted to the forner |eaders as, with their wisdomto | ead
Umo, all challenges faced by the Mal ays have been weat hered successful ly,
he added.
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