03 SEP 1996
Mahat hi r - Umo
UWVNO MI' TO DI SCUSS ALLEGATI ONS AGAI NST VEEP CANDI DATES

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernanme) -- The Umo Supreme Council (M) will
di scuss al l egations that some vice-presidential candidates in the party's
el ection this Cctober were involved in noney politics although they have
been cl eared by the Managenment and Di sciplinary Conmttee.

If necessary those inplicated woul d be asked to | eave the neeti ng when
this subject was raised, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad told
reporters after opening the general assenbly of the People's Progressive
Party Mal aysia (Baru) (PPP) here today.

Dr Mahathir, who is the Prime Mnister, said this when asked on
al l egations that the inplicated candi dates had been cl eared because they
sit inthe committee

Asked whet her these candi dates had not yet been truly cleared of the
al l egations, he said: "As it is we consider themclean. W consider a
person clean until proven otherw se."

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said there was no need to set up a
separate committee to investigate allegations of m sconduct agai nst
candi dat es.

On Aug 27, Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid none of
the vice-presidential candi dates had been i ssued show cause letters in
connection with the ban on canpaigning for the party el ection although sone
probl ens were rai sed agai nst them

Dr Mahathir said: "The people who can decide are the del egates and if
the del egates feel that a person is guilty they should not vote for him"

"W will make an effort through the MI which neets this Friday because
this task nmust be handed to a group and the best group (for this) is the
MT, " he said.

Asked about reports that non-nenbers of Umo had been |isted anbng
del egates to the general assenbly this Cctober, Dr Mahathir said it was
unlikely that non-nmenbers could be elected to the Umo | eadership but if
there were they woul d be renoved.

Asked on the contributions that PPP coul d nake to the Bari san Nasi onal
(BN), he said any conponent party which received the people's support would
be gi ven due consideration

Dr Mahathir said PPP | acked strength at one tinme but was now getting
strong support and was full of spirits.

Asked on the possibility of PPP representatives being given posts in
t he government, Dr Mahathir said this would be considered according to the
situation because "many want posts in the governnent but the inportant
thing is support for the BN'.

Conmmenting on PPP's success in overcoming its problens, he said the
habit of resorting to the courts should be discarded before politica
parti es depended on the support of the people, and not court decisions.

CGer akan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k, when asked on Dr
Mahat hir's speech at the opening, said he agreed with the viewthat BN s
way of seeking consensus to solve internal party probl ens had been the
thrust of its success.
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