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UWNO POLLS: OVERZEALOUS CAMPAI GN CAN DESTROY PARTY

By: Ali Mamat

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 20 (Bernama) -- Wth about four years to go before
the curtain closes on the 20th century, the Umo general assenbly sl ated
for Cctober is seen as a very inportant m |l estone.

Al though it has been resolved that there will not be any contest for
the post of president and deputy president, political analysts said the
assenbly is definitely exciting because it will see the elections of the
next echelon of |eaders and directly point to the formand direction of the
party into the new m || ennium

Anong the vital posts in the party hierarchy up for grap in the
triennial party elections are the three posts of vice president and 25
Suprene Council seats.

It is public know edge that the three incumbent vice presidents -- Tan
Sri Muhyi ddin Yassin, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak dan Tan Sri Mihammad Mihd
Taib -- and a mapjority of the council nmenbers had stated their intention to

defend their posts.

What is interesting, however, is that unlike previous el ections, the
aspirants of these posts seened to have junped the gun by announcing their
candi dacy so early in the race.

Anong them are sone who had activated their canpai gn machi nery, even
t hough the party polls is 10 nonths away.

For the vice president posts, three chall engers had announced their
intention to take on the incunbents. The first was Datuk Abdul | ah Haji
Ahrmad Badawi, followed by Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah Talib and Datuk Syed Ham d
Al bar .

To many political observers, the early call by the challengers is a
zeal that could only lead to an intense and heated bickering by the tine
t he del egates cast their votes.

And this apparently, is what is worrying Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who is Umo president, and his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahi m

As seen from past experiences, the overheated jockeying for positions
had not only underm ned the unity and strength of the party but it had al so
marred the snooth and effectivessness of governnment in the country.

Sources within the party said Dr Mahathir is worried that these early
announcenents could result in these | eaders and their aides and supporters
spendi ng too much tine on canpaign and politicking at the expense of their
mandat e and public office.

Many of themare hol ders of public office |like nministers, nenteris
besar, menbers of parlianment and state assenbl ynen.

In the case of the vice presidential race, the three i ncunbents and
aspirants are holders of high public offices. Mihyiddin is the Mnister of
Youth and Sports, Najib is the Educati on M nister and Muhamrad is the
Mentri Besar of Selangor while Abdullah is the Foreign Mnister, Ranmi is
the Mentri Besar of Perak dan Syed Hamid is the Defence Mnister.

It is learnt that it was in this context that the Suprene Council, in
its January 16 neeting, decided to urge the contestants to refrain from
canpai gni ng at present but to do so sone two or three nonths before the

assenbl y.
According to the sources, Dr Mahathir and Anwar are unhappy with the
canpai gn approach that has started, |ike dropping their nanes, abuse of

positions and power for personal political interest, and practices that



smack of noney-politics.

The two | eaders are reported to have taken a firmstand in that they
will not give their blessings to any of the candidates, to ensure a fair
contest for all. Instead, they will oversee the elections process and wll
not endorse anyone.

Thus, it is safer for those involved to avoid using the two | eaders
nanme by making clains that their candi daci es were endorsed by the president
or his deputy.

It is learnt that Dr Mahat hir has denied outright clainms by certain
quarters that he had consented to the use of his division and parlianentary
constituency of Kubang Pasu as the | aunching ground of any candi dat e.

It is also learnt that within the sane context, the | atest Suprene
Counci|l meeting came up with a directive to all incunbents and aspirants
not to formany conmttee or to set up operation roons for canpaign
pur poses.

According to the sources, the top | eaders are al so unhappy with the
attitude of sone of the Suprenme Council menbers who are going all out to
obtain a higher placing in the list of those voted in. To them whether a
council nmenber is placed first or last inthe list of 25 is of no
consequence as long as he is elected to the council.

"UMNO practises collective responsibility and all nenbers of the
Suprenme Council are vested with sinilar power and have the sane role to
pl ay. Such over-zeal ousness i s understandable if a candi date who was pl aced
on the 26th or 27th position during the |ast elections, is eager to have
his name in the winning list this tine around,” said an anal yst.

These sources said what Dr Mahathir and Anwar really want to see is
ki nshi p and goodwi | I pervadi ng the forthcon ng el ecti ons.

As a start, they said Dr Mahathir wants every Umo division or state
liaison conmittee wishing to invite a vice presidential or suprene counci
candidate to their function, to extend the sane courtesy to all candi dates.

According to the analysts, if one were to take a closer | ook at Dr
Mahat hir's suggestion, one could see his desire to bring back the tradition
seen in the early days of Umo, where the contests were seeped in Ml ay
cul ture.

In those days, the canpaigns were nore polite, where the outcome would
not be dictated by political brokers or nonetary inducenent and there were
no "hijacking" of del egates or slandering.

Instead, they all placed the party above all other interests.

Despite all their shortcomngs -- sone were illiterate and many were
poor -- they were resolute and sincere in one thing, that is, to uphold the
interest of the party.

The rationale in Dr Mahathir's stance is therefore clear -- that a

| eader, who is corrupt and greedy and who abuses his power, should not be
elected to | ead the country. -- Bernana
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