07 AUG 1996

UMNO PREPARED TO HELP SARWAK BN I N STATE ELECTI ON

SIBU, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- Umo is prepared to send its menbers to
Sarawak to hel p the Barisan Nasional there in the state el ecti on which nust
be hel d before the end of Novenber.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Mhamad Rahmat said today the party was
waiting for the main BN conponent party in Sarawak, Parti Pesaka Bum putera
Bersatu (PBB), to ask for its assistance.

Umo will send its menbers to canmpaign for the BNif PBB feels there is
a need for that, he told reporters at the airport here while waiting for
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s arrival .

The Prime M nister, who arrived here for a three-day visit to Sarawak,
was wel coned by sone 10, 000 people |l ed by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahnmud, federal and state ministers and government officials.

Al so present were | eaders of BN component parties in Sarawak -- PBB,
Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP), Sarawak National Party (Snap) dan
Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS).

Tonight, Dr Mahathir will attend a dinner with the people at Dewan
Suarah. He will be in Mikah tonorrow norning to |launch the Gerak Mesra
pr ogr anme.

In the evening, Dr Mahathir will | eave for Kuching where he will [aunch
the Konmag (M Sdn Bhd factory at the Sama Jaya industtrial estate.

He will return to Kuala Lunmpur on Friday norning. -- BERNAMVA
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