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UWNO STILL THE SAME THOUGH MANY PROFESSI ONALS HAVE BECOVE | TS LEADERS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bername) -- Umo is still a denocratic
organi sation fighting for all groups although many ni ddl e-cl ass peopl e and
prof essi onal s have assuned | eadership of the party, Umo vice-president
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

He said these groups continued to increase but the | eadership they
provided was still sensitive to the aspirations of the ordinary Ml ays.

"Herein lies the strength of Umo over the | ast 50 years," he said at
the opening of the party's 50th anniversary convention by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Moharmad at the Putra World Trade Centre (PWC) here.

Umo, which began as a Mal ay nmovenent 50 years ago, could still retain
a large part of its orginal features despite radical changes to the social
structure of the Mal ays, |eadership conposition and party nmenbership

Naji b, who is Education M nister and convention chairman, said Umo was
able to overcone the internal and external challenges it faced wi thout
forgoing its Malay features.

He said that until today the party's relevance to the Ml ays had never
di minished but instead its attraction to the Ml ays continued to increase.

"The total nunber of Umo nenbers now exceeds 2.4 nillion, representing
42 per cent of the 5.6 nillion Malays eligible to join, and this is a a
world record," he said.

He said that as alnost all Umo nenbers were Muslins, the clai mthat
Umo was one of the biggest Muslimparties in the world was not w ong.

Naji b said: "Umo belongs to the Mal ays and | et us acknow edge that it
is the only viable platformto |l ead theminto the 21st century."

"As such, we nust realise that we are nerely trustees of the Ml ays,
that we can conme and go but Umo will remain the platformfor their
struggle in future," he added.

Naji b said: "No one can deny that Umo is the only political party
responsi ble for inproving the plight of the Malays -- froma weak peasant
society to become a nodern race to be at par and to stand tall with other
devel oped nations. ™"

Umo had not only succeeded in defending the dignity of the Ml ays but
had | ed the struggle for independence of the country, he said.

Umo was very fortunate as its successive | eaders conprised peopl e of
integrity who were far-sighted and understood the aspirations of the
Mal ays.

He said Umo was al so fortunate in having Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad as its | eader.

G ven his sensitivity and vision, Dr Mahathir was | eading the party and
country into a new era and century filled with various chall enges.

The changes in approach and policies to keep up with the tines had
changed the worl d view of the people and the country, he said.

Mal aysi a was now r eknowned and respected worl dwi de as a nodel nation
with regard to is political stability, racial harnony, econom c progress
and practice of Islam he said.

"Wt are all confident that the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad ai ded by Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimw |l |ead the nation to greater
hei ghts," he said. -- BERNAMA
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