04 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Sabah
UWNO SUPREME COUNCI L ACCEPTS DECI SI ON ON ROTATI ON OF CM S PCST

KUALA LUMPUR, May 4 (Bernamm) -- The Umo Suprene Council (M) today
accepted the decision to rotate the Sabah chief ministership anong the
state's three major communities, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d.

O her matters concerning the rotation, including the date of
appoi ntment for the new Chief Mnister and resignation of the present Chief
M ni ster woul d be decided | ater, he said.

Yest erday, Sabah Umo chi ef Datuk Salleh Said Keruak announced that he
has tendered his resignation as Chief Mnister inline with a Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) pledge to rotate the post every two years anong the Muslim
Bumi put eras, non-MislimBum puteras and Chi nese.

Dr Mahat hir then announced in Mel aka that Sabah Progressive Party
(SAPP) President Datuk Yong Teck Lee woul d be appoi nted as the new Chi ef
M ni ster as soon as possi bl e.

Sall eh would remain as the Sabah Umo Liai son Commttee chief, Dr
Mahat hir, who is Umo President and BN Chairnan, told a press conference
after chairing the MI neeting here.

Dr Mahathir said BN woul d make sonme changes to the state Cabi net
following the inplenentation of the rotation system

Asked whether the court case being faced by Yong woul d hinder his
appoi ntrent as Chief Mnister, Dr Mahathir said: "W have to study the
implication of the court case before we make a decision."

Dr Mahathir said the study was expected to take sone tinme but he hoped
it would not be too |ong.

Yong has been charged in the Magistrate's Court with participating in

an illegal procession in Sabah on nomination day for the 1990 general
el ection, when he was a nenber of the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS).
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