07 MAY 1996
7th in the Bernanma series to mark the 50t h anniversary of Umo
UWNO UPHOLDS THE SOVEREI GNTY OF BAHASA MELAYU

By: ABDUL RAHVAN SAADON

KUALA LUMPUR: " ... Bahasa Mel ayu shoul d be nade the national and
of ficial |anguage of this land... for a nation cannot be truly sovereign
wi thout its own | anguage bei ng sovereign.”

These is the | egacy bequeathed by of the |ate Tun Abdul Razak bin
Hussei n when he was the Education Mnister in the cabinet of the country's
founding father, the | ate Tunku Abdul Rahman

The establishnent of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM in 1970, 13
years after the i ndependence of Mal aya or seven years after the formation
of Malaysia, was an early but major step taken to realise the testanment of
Tun Razak. This is because UKM uses Bahasa Mel ayu as its nedi um of
i nstruction.

It cannot be denied that the birth of UKMis a result of the struggle
of the Ummo | eaders and the Malay intellectuals and some academ ci ans,
besi des the Mal ay teachers uni ons.

For instance, when Tun Razak was the Deputy Prine Mnister, he played a
vital role to bring about the realisation of the national university.

No doubt it was several Malay intellectuals who took the lead to
clamour for the unviersity. Anmong themwere Prof Zainal Abidin Wahid, Prof
Abu Bakar Hani d, Tunku Shansul Bahrin, Zain Abdul Mjid, Dr Ghazali Abdu
Rahman dan Syed Hussin Ali

However, it was Umo's role that was vital because it sparked off the
political will that influenced the governnment to give its commitnent to set
up the national unversity, that is also the zenith of excellence of the
Nati onal Education Policy, based on Bahasa Ml ayu.

Al t hough hi story woul d show that there was sonme mi sunder st andi ng over
t he proposal anong the Mal ay | eaders, including those in Umo, the cudge
was picked up by sone radical |eaders like Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad,
Syed Jaafar Al bar, Syed Nasir Ismail, Tun Dr Ismail Abdul Rahman, Encik
(now, Tan Sri) Miusa Hitam and the deputy head of the Ketua Kaum | bu UVNO
Puan (Tan Sri) Ai shah Ghani

In this connection, several neetings had to be held over the proposed
university. This included a neeting participated by representatives of
students' unions, undergraduates, teachers, |lecturers and Mal ay
intell ectuals at Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka on the ni ght of Aug 25, 1968.

That mneeting resolved that a national university nust be set up and a
pro-temconmittee was set up to effect the resolution. The comm ttee was
chaired by Syed Nasir Ismail, with Dr Mahathir as a vice president.

G ven the strong support of the people, especially the teachers
unions, the Umo Political Conmttee held a special conference on Sept 4,
1968, to discuss the proposal.

Anong the nmenbers of the committee were two vice presidents of Umo,
the late Tun Dr Isnmail dan Encik (now, Tun) Ghafar Baba, and a nenber of
the Umo Suprene Council, Dr Mahathir.

The conference decided to ask Umo and the government to back the
concept of the university, which was set up in May, 1970. It was called
Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM .

Now, sone three decades | ater, UKM has scored two obvi ous achi evenent s
-- produci ng thousands of capabl e Bum putra graduates and enhanci ng the
st andi ng of Bahasa Mel ayu as a | anguage of nmanagenment in the various
sectors of the country.

Upto | ast year, UKM has produced 43,515 graduates, 1,324 Masters and



110 PhDs, 2,094 nedical doctors, 276 | awers, 696 engi neers, 1,836 in
busi ness admini stration, 1,075 in accounting and 416 nedi cal specialists.

There were skeptics who had questioned the quality of the graduates.
But these doubts were put to rest when the UKM graduates showed their
capabilities by heading nulti-national corporations or as doctors,
engi neers, analysts or financial advisers.

It is pertinent to note that when UKM had successfully proven its
capability, other I ocal universities began to enmul ate by adopti ng Bahasa
Mel ayu as the nediumof instruction for nost of their courses.

This indirectly provides a bigger opportunity for students fromthe
Mal ay medi umto pursue hi gher education at the university level, which was
nmonopol i sed by those fromthe English nmedi um

The end result was that nore than 150, 000 Mal ay students had graduat ed
to date, with Bahasa Mel ayu as the mmi n nmedi um of instruction, said the
secretary of the Malay Intellectual Congress (KCM, Prof Datuk Wan Hashi m
Wan Teh.

The UKM graduates were duely recogni sed by foreign universities, from
the US, Australia and the United Ki ngdom which accepted themreadily for
post - graduat e studi es, and nost of themeventually cane through with flying
col ours.

WAn Hashim who is a UKM Il ecturer, said the university initially
experienced a serious shortage of acadenic staff.

"We have to resort to tutors fromthe UM and in sone cases even from
| ndonesi a to assist us," he recall ed.

"Sone of us who at that stage were still pursuing our oversea studies
al so played sonme roles in influencing | ecturers fromthe foreign
universities to(srve UKM" he added.

Wan Hashim al so said that the objective of the National Education
Pol i cy had been significantly achieved.

Before the ' 70s Bum putras accounted for only five, or, at best, 15
percent of the university graduates, and even then, they were mainly from
the Arts stream However, things began to inprove, particularly since the
' 80s when the nunber of Buniputera graduates increased to an extrenely
encour agi ng | evel

"These are the core group that hel ps the current nation-building
process," he said, adding that many of them becanme the technocrats and
corporate citizens of Ml aysia.

The nost extra-ordi nary achievenent, in this respect, was the energence
of Bum putera acadenmic staff in the I ocal universities. During the
pre-1970s, the number of Malay | ecturers were negligible, besides being
limted to the teaching of Literature, Ml ay Studies and probably History
and Ceogr aphy.

"In contrast, between 80 to 90 percent of the present academ c staff of
our universities are Malays. W are now doninating the intellectual field,
so to speak," Wan Hashi m sai d.

Meanwhi [ e, an UWMNO veteran from Mal acca, Datuk Borhan Ml Yaman, said
the idea of establishing a national university in Mal aya used to be the
basis of the struggle of the Association of the Peninsular Mal ay Teachers
Uni on (KPGWB) as early as the 1940s.

Bor han, who was the Mal acca UMNO secretary under the chai rnanshi p of
Tun Ghafar then, said with the inplenmentation, after the I ndependence, of
the Razak and the Rahnman Tal i b Educati on Reports, which becane the basis
for the National Education Policy, the question of establishing a nationa
uni versity becane nore than rel evant. -- Bernama
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