10 SEP 1996
Umo- Si ngapor e
UWNO YOUTH URGES GCH TO MEET MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 10 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth said today Singapore
Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong shoul d nmeet Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in
the wake of statenents nade by the republic's | eaders which insinuated that
there is no nmeritocracy in Ml aysia.

Dat uk Nazri Aziz, the Umo Youth international affairs chairmn, said
Goh shoul d sort out the negative remarks with Dr Mahat hir.

"The nore statements you nake, the nore serious the problemis," he
said after a dial ogue between the international affairs bureaux of Umo
Yout h and MCA

Nazri, who is a Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent,
said it was hard for Umo Youth to accept Goh's explanation that he was
puzzl ed at why statenents made in the republic were misinterpreted here.

He said it was naive for Goh to think that his audi ence were just
Si ngapor eans when Mal aysi a was nentioned or that Mal aysi ans woul d not fee
of fended by his statenent.

"As a Prime Mnister, it's not the intention that is inportant but what
peopl e perceive fromhis statenent," said Nazri

Umo could not let the matter rest because no country would like to be
insulted li ke this, he said.

MCA international affairs chairman Chor Chee Heung sai d the Singapore
Prime M nister should be nore sensitive when nmaking a statenent if he did
not wish to be seen as neddling in the affairs of other countries.

He al so said that Singapore should not be suspicious of Ml aysia as
long as the two countries treated each other as independent nations
al t hough they had shared a common political history.

Yest erday, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi conveyed Umo's
di spl easure at the statements fromacross the Causeway after the republic's
Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew, in replying to a question at a medi a
gathering in June, said he did not discount the possibility of Singapore
rej oi ni ng Mal aysi a one day.

Abdul  ah said Umo felt offended by the statenents.

Last Friday, Dr Mahathir who spoke in his capacity as Umo president
sai d Mal aysi a shoul d not be used as a bogeyman by Singapore to nmake its own
peopl e strive for greater devel opnent.

Goh said he was puzzled and did not expect Malaysia to react "so
har shl y" because there was never any intention by Singapore | eaders to
provoke Mal aysi ans or inpugn the Ml aysi an system of governnent.
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