12 OCT 1996

Umo- Mahat hir (G st)

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernama) -- Following is the gist of Umo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad's wi nding up speech at the party's
general assenbly today.

+ Mal ays should not take pride in Malay reserve | and because it
actual ly synbol i ses their econoni ¢ weakness.

They should be proud if they are able to buy | and outsi de Ml ay
reserves when their econonic status inproves.

+ Dr Mahathir asked owners of Malay reserve |and in Kanpung Baru, Kual a
Lunmpur, to be willing to sell their land to Bum putera entrepreneurs at a
fair price for devel opnent.

+ He urged Mal ay students to take up science and technol ogy subjects
al t hough these are considered tough to pass and not take the easy route to
obtain their degrees.

Despite the governnment naking available facilities for themto take up
such studies, the problemis that Malay students still choose subjects
whi ch are consi dered easy.

+ Dr Mahathir said the shortage of skilled manpower, such as doctors,
engi neers, architects and | awyers, anong the Mal ays i s because many parents
are nore keen to send their children to religi ous school s including
"pondok"” school s without giving equal attention to other fields.

Don't bl ame the Education Act; the mistake is in the choice of the
Mal ays t hensel ves.

+ He said the Muslins are conpelled to depend on ot her people to neet
t hei r needs includi ng nodern equi pnent to defend t hem because they have no
capability to make it thensel ves.

This is the result of their weakness of giving too nuch attention to
questions of religion to the extent of ignoring other needs even though
Islamwants its followers to progress in all fields.

+ Dr Mahathir said nmoney politics in whatever forns, whether |ess or
more, nust be rejected because it will weaken the party. Umo nenbers
shoul d not view paynents to buy votes as earni ngs because there are "halal"
(permtted) and "haram' (prohibited) earnings.

True earnings cone fromdevel opment and econom ¢ growt h brought about
by an Umo that is strong, free of corrupt practices and victorious in
every general el ection.

+ Dr Mahathir wants Umo to |lead the refornmati on of the Mal ays and
ot her Bumi put eras because of the present gol den opportunity to achi eve
progress on par with other races without sacrificing their existing good
val ues.

+ Dr Mahathir wel comes the proposal to establish an Umo institute to,
anong ot her things, study the values of all cultures to make thema part of
a new cul ture for Ml ays.



+ He announced that the Foreign Mnistry's former secretary-general Tan
Sri Ahrmad Kami | Jaafar has been appoi nted Mal aysia's special envoy on East
Eur opean affairs.

+ He said the recent election of Tan Sri Razali |Ismail as president of
the United Nations CGeneral Assenmbly was pl anned since eight years ago
proving that if Ml aysians are determ ned to achi eve sonething, it will be
successf ul

+ Dr Mahathir wants those who lost in the party election to study the
reasons for their defeat so that they can overcone their weaknesses.

+ He announced t he Umo-sponsored Koperasi Usaha Bersatu (KUB) wll be
listed on the main board of the Kuala Lunmpur Stock Exchange (KLSE) with
137, 000 nenbers receiving shares worth RML. 3 billion.

+ Dr Mahathir advi sed Umo nenbers to be patient in seeking position or
post in the party. He hinmself waited 18 years before beconing an el ected
representative after entering politics through joining Umo, and it was
anot her 10 years later that he becanme a mnister. -- BERNAMVA
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