20 SEP 1996
UN- React i ons
U. N. APPO NTMENT A RECOGNI TI ON OF MALAYSI A' S PEACE EFFORTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernanmm) -- The election of Tan Sri Razal
Ismail as president of the United Nations General Assenbly has been
descri bed as a recognition of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s efforts to secure justice and peace on various world issues.

Uni ted Nations Ml aysia Associ ati on president Tengku Tan Sri Ahnad
Ri t hauddeen said the election also reflected Malaysia's high standing in
the international arena

"Tan Sri Razali's election is a great honour to Malaysia and clearly
denonstrates the high esteemand confidence that the world body has in his
wi sdomand ability to carry out the heavy task of steering successfully the
51st General Assenbly through its deliberations,"” he said in a statenent
t oday.

Razal i assuned the post on Wdnesday.

Tengku Ri t hauddeen said since his appointnment in 1988 as Mal aysia's
Per manent Representative to the United Nations, Razali has actively
def ended the principles of the UN Charter and effectively voiced Ml aysia's
position on various issues.

He is confident that under Razali's gui dance, the 51st CGeneral Assenbly
woul d rise to greater heights inits efforts to bring about peace,
devel oprment and stability in the world.

Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka Director-CGeneral Abdul Aziz Deraman said
Razal i's mai den speech after his election, in which he used Malay in his
openi ng remar ks, accorded pride of place to the | anguage at the United
Nat i ons.

Abdul Aziz al so praised Razali for appearing in the world body clad in
Mal ay dress with a songkok

He said the efforts by Razali should be enul ated by other Mal aysi an
| eaders to raise the standing of the Malay | anguage as one of the premer
| anguages in the worl d.

Mal aysi an Mal ay Journalists Association president Yazid Ohman said the
appoi nt rent was a maj or success of Ml aysia's foreign policy.

He said Razali's pledge to be proactive raised hope that the freedomto
speak out and decisions of the majority woul d be respected by the world,
especially by the big powers.

"W hope Tan Sri Razali wll becone the inplenmentor of denocracy and
not the tool of denobcracy in the United Nations," he said.

He said the UN shoul d be nade nore effective as its credibility had
been questioned lately due to its practice of "doubl e-standards"” in
handl i ng i nportant world issues at the behest of certain big powers. --
BERNAMA
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