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By: Zuhrin Ahnad

LANGKAW , March 17 (Bernama) -- The Underwater World Langkawi, to be
officially opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad on
Tuesday, will be another crowd puller on this duty-free island resort.

Located on a 2.5ha site in Pantai Cenang, about 20km from Kuah town, it
is an anbitious integrated tourismrel ated devel opnment project undertaken
by Eden Enterprises (M Bhd, which is under the listed Sriwani Hol di ngs
Bhd.

Managed by the Akuarium Langkawi Sdn Bhd, the centre has about 10, 900
sq netres of floor space depicting over 5,000 varieties of fish and ot her
exhi bits from500 speci es.

Akuari um Langkawi Communi cati ons Assi stant Manager Pauline Teh said
marine |ife such as clown fish, giant grouper, butterfly fish and trigger
fish and freshwater fishes nanely arowana, arapai ma, cichid, goldfish,
electric catfish and tetra are housed in 101 specially designed tanks.

The nost inpressive and unique interior architectural concept of the
underwater world in the gigantic hexagonal tank and wal kt hrough t unnel
t ank.

"The hexagonal tank with a capacity of 80,000 litres of water will
house shoal s of exotic queen angle, dansel, clown, butterfly fish and nany
beautiful marine fish," she said.

Teh said the 10-netre high wal kt hrough tunnel tank, which contains
600,000 litres of water, features predatorial sharks, huge turtles,
stingrays, noray eels, giant groupers and other spectacul ar fishes.

O her interesting features of the thene park are a man-nmade cave with
cascading waterfall and a pond teening with a nyriad of col ourful carps,
several tanks showcasi ng underwat er gardens of weeds and seapl ants and
smal l er tanks with tiny inhabitants of the sea which are sel dom spotted
even by keen divers.

Visitors to the underwater world can al so encounter an array of rare
and peculiar invertebrates such as boxing and doctor shrinps, decorative
and reef crabs, |obsters, sea urchins and anenones.

She said special lightings can sinulate day and night conditions to
show visitors the uni que behavior patterns of invertebrates.

At the touch pool, visitors can touch and feel the textures of harnl ess
creatures such as star fish, sea slugs and sea cucunbers while the
poi sonous fish section offers close-up views of some venonous fishes |ike
the lion fish, scorpion fish and the deadly stone fish.

The underwater world is also a good place for |earning as apart from
shel | displays, there is a fossil library with interesting docunentations
and stragetic information |ight boxes on water inhabitants and deep sea
creatures.

Teh sai d educational and research programmes woul d be undertaken with
the cooperation of the Fisheries Departnment and the Marine Park of Ml aysia
Trust Fund.

For those with a passion for shopping, there is the Zon Shoppi ng
Par adi se, operated by Sriwani Duty Free Centre (Langkawi) Sdn Bhd, which is
annexed to the underwater worl d.

She said the 10,000 sq netre shopping arcade stocks itens |ike watches,
camer as, designer apparels, jewellery, perfunes, electrical itens,
chocol ate confectionery and ot her popul ar goods from around the worl d.

Chi nese delicacies such as sharks fin and bird's nest servings are



avail able at the speciality restaurant while the Neptune Cafe fastfood
outlet offers both western and | ocal snacks.

The 1,500 capacity Eden Seafood Village Theatre will present cul tural
shows ni ghtly, she said.

Teh said their target was to attract at |east 30 percent of visitors to
Langkawi to spend one hour at the underwater worl d.

About 1.8 million people visited Langkawi | ast year. -- Bernana
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