15 JAN 1996
Keat i ng- Mal aysi a
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER BETTER TO ENHANCE TI ES, SAYS KEATI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- Australian Prinme Mnister Pau
Keating has once again called for a strong and cl ose Australia-Ml aysi a
rel ati onshi p based on mut ual under st andi ng.

"The past can no longer be the primary source of understandi ng between
us. W nmust work hard to understand the nodern face of our two countries,
he said at a dinner hosted in his honour by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at Seri Perdana, here, tonight.

Keating, who arrived here today for a two-day official visit, said
Canberra and Kual a Lunpur needed "a fresh, contenporary appreciation of
each other" consistent with the changes being nade in both countries and
with the fluid international environment in which Australia and Ml aysi a
live.

"Change is sonething we have in common. It is fundamental to our

contenporary exi stence -- as undeniable as any fact in our history,"
Keating said, adding that friendship between the two countries was "old and
runs deep".

The Australian Prime Mnister said there were alnost limtless
opportunities to devel op what was already a very healthy rel ationship
bet ween the two countries.

"...we have the opportunity to create a new | evel of mnutua
under st andi ng bet ween the peopl es of Australia and Malaysia and to forge a
rich and rewarding friendship which will endure into the 21st century," he
sai d.

He said that |ast year bilateral trade increased by 22 per cent.

Technol ogy and research, including environnental technol ogy, as well as
education were inportant new areas for cooperation, he said, adding that
Mal aysi a' s new Educati on Act woul d broaden the range of cooperation by
enabl ing the establishnent of twi nning arrangenents between Australian and
Mal aysi an institutions and the opening of Australian campuses in Ml aysi a.

Descri bing Mal aysia as one of Asia's nost rapidly growi ng econom es
with a growth rate of 8 per cent, Keating said Ml aysia's econonic
revol uti on was watched with admiration in Australia "where the necessity
for econom c change and the rewards and difficulties which acconpany it are
wel | under st ood".

He said the changes in Australia had nade the country into one of the
nmost open econom es in the world.

"And because this change in our econony has been rmade cont enporaneousl|y
with the new dynamic growh in countries |like your own, we al so say that
this is the region where Australia's future lies."

"The | evel of our engagenent with Asia is unprecedented and | believe
irreversible. And not just in economc terns. W now seek our security in
the region not fromthe region," he said.

Keating said this did not mean that Australia was in the process of
becomi ng "Asian". "W cannot be Asian any nore than we can be European,
Anerican or African," he added.

"What we can be, and what we are determ ned to becone, is a society
which is rare inits cultural diversity, richness and tol erance, and a
country which is strong and integrated with the region around it," he said.
-- Bernama
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