13 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r - Uni ons
UNI ON LEADERS DO NOT UNDERSTAND MALAYSI A | NC CONCEPT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 13 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today there are still union | eaders who do not understand the Ml aysi a
I ncor porated concept al though the concept had been | aunched since the early
1980s.

The prime mnister said this |ack of understanding was reflected in
their response to the governnent's intention to see workers' unions playing
a nore active role to nake the concept a success.

"It appears that (the worker's unions) do not understand. They regard
participating in Malaysia Inc as allowing themto trade," he told reporters
after presenting the Prinme Mnister's Gol den Hands awards to wi nners of the
Seventh Mal aysia Skills Contest at the Technical Teachers Training Coll ege,
her e.

Last nmont h Cuepacs president Mohanmed Mat Jid said the governnment nust
amend the Workers' Union Act to enable the unions to participate in
business if it wanted themto play an active role in nmaking the Ml aysi a
I nc concept a success.

He said this in response to Dr Mahathir's speech when | aunchi ng the
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue that the governnment wanted the workers
unions to play their role to make the concept a success.

The prime minister said Malaysia Inc was ai ned at pronpting a
partnership anong the public and private sectors and political |eaders who
strove to nake Mal aysia a success in various field through the concept of a
conpany.

"I't has nothing to a do with business. Only the (trade unions) help to
make our country a success by working harder, inproving efficiency and
cooperating with the enpl oyers, governnent and the politicians, it does not
mean allowi ng themto take up business,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that when Mal aysi a succeeded |ike a conpany all strata
of society would enjoy the fruit of the success.

The governnment woul d benefit in terns of tax collection, the private
sector woul d make business profits and the workers woul d get wage
i ncreases.

He said the governnent intended to take trade union | eaders on foreign
trade mission in future but they nust be prepared to cooperate with the
government in attracting foreign investors.

The prime mnister said a trade union | eader had once joined a trade
m ssi on overseas but he was nore interested in talking on workers' rights
i ke wages, enploynent conditions and other demands to the extent of
scaring off the investors.

"W should say that we are prepared to cooperate, work hard, |earn and
to ensure that the investor would make a lot of profit.

"Then when he gets a lot of profit he can pay us a bit nore. But no, he
goes and tal k about their rights only," he said.

Asked about his nmeeting with Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz NNk Mat at the Prine Mnister's departnent this nmorni hg, Dr nmahathir
said Ni k Azi z sought the federal governnment's cooperation for severa
projects in that state.

He said Nk Aziz al so touched on the political situation in Kel antan
but the federal government felt that it was PAS problemw th Parti Ml ayu
Semangat 46.
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