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Uni ons- | ncor por at ed
UNI ONS RESPOND VELL TO M SI A | NCORPORATED CALL

KUALA LUMPUR, July 30 (Bernama) -- Public and private sector unions
today wel coned the Prime Mnister's call for themto be partners in the
Mal aysi a | ncor porated concept but said their role needs to be clarified.

Descri bing Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s statement as a recognition
of the unions' role in national devel opnment, Cuepacs and the Ml aysi an
Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) said they hoped to discuss with the governnent
the role it had in mnd for them

Cuepacs, the unbrella body for civil service unions, wants the Human
Resources Mnistry to set up a conmrmittee to clarify the scope of its
i nvol venent in Ml aysi a | ncor porat ed.

Cuepacs president Mohaned Mat Jid said the Trade Unions Act needed to
be anended to enabl e unions to set up conpani es.

"All this while we have not had the opportunity to be seriously
i nvolved in the Mal aysia I ncorporated concept because the matter had never
been di scussed, either within Cuepacs or with the governnent," he told
reporters after the opening of the National Joint Council (Staff Side)
del egat es' conference here

When openi ng the Langkawi |nternational Dial ogue yesterday, Dr Mahathir
urged trade unions to nake Mal aysia a truly unbeatabl e country by beconi ng
partners in Mal aysia | ncorporated i nstead of being confrontational to
enpl oyers and t he governnent.

Cuepacs secretary-general N Siva Subramaniamsaid that to his
under st andi ng Cuepacs' role as suggested by the Prinme M nister covered a
wi de area.

It was not limted to business matters but extended to beconing
partners in efforts to devel op Mal aysi a, he said.

"Cuepacs subscribes to the concept that all unions in Ml aysia should
be involved in this endeavour because we believe that for Malaysia to
progress, we nust be united and work with the governnent," he said.

MIUC presi dent Zai nal Ranpak said MIUC had al ways wanted to have
di al ogues with the Prime Mnister to discuss matters such as the country's
econony and governnent policies, including the Malaysia |Incorporated
concept .

"Through such di al ogues, we would be able to hear the PMs views on
anything he deens fit to discuss with us,” he said.

"W are not fighting for bread and butter issues al one because we are
al so concerned with national interest and well-being," he told Bernama

MIUC is the sole trade union centre for the private sector
representing sone 700, 000 wor kers.

Zai nal said conpared with foreign trade unions, including those in
devel oped countries, Ml aysian trade unions were nore responsible in their
deal i ngs wi th enpl oyers.

The majority of negotiations between enpl oyers and workers in the
country were settled through direct tal ks, he said.

"Unlike foreign trade unions which often resorted to industrial action
like strike, workers here are willing to sit down and negotiate with
enpl oyers, " he said.

Dr Mahathir had also said that international trade unionists dislike to
see cooperation between workers and enpl oyers, saying "their idea of
hel pi ng the workers earn nore is through confrontati on and i ndustri al
action". -- BERNAMA
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