30 JUL 1996
Li m Uni ons
UNI ONS TOLD TO HELP | MPROVE Cl VI L SERVI CE

KUALA LUVPUR, July 30 (Bernama) -- The governnent wants the staff side
of the National Joint Council (NJC) to contribute ideas for inproving the
country's admini strative machi nery and enhanci ng the productivity and
quality of the civil service.

Human Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek said today the governnent had
entered a newera with the use of information technology |ike Internet to
achieve the internationally recogni sed | SO 9000 standard.

"I would like to propose that this matter be di scussed at the NIC | eve
so that it could be successfully inplenmented," he said when opening the
bi enni al del egates conference of the NJC for Managenent and Prof essiona
G oup and science and technol ogy workers in the Support Group.

Limsaid the governnent would continue to practise the policy of
allowing civil servants to formunions subject to the provisions of the
I aw.

The governnment al so adopted a |iberal policy of allow ng | ocal trade
unions to be affiliated to international organi sations, he said.

"It is not proper for certain parties, especially international |abour
organi sations, to accuse the governnent of curbing the freedomof workers
to unioni se," he said.

Limsaid it was true that certain groups of workers were barred from
j oi ning any union but this prohibition was inposed for the sake of nationa
i nterest and security.

Workers not all owed to unionise include policenen, soldiers, prison
staff and personnel handling confidential nmatters, he said.

He said there were currently 223 unions in the public sector with a
total nenbership of 317,000 al though many nore were eligible to join

Cuepacs president Mohaned Mat Jid told reporters later that Cuepacs
woul d hand a nmenorandumon its clains to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Anong ot her things, Cuepacs wants the housing all owance of the
estimated 400, 000 workers in the Support G oup to be increased to RVR30.

Mohaned said it was up to Dr Mahathir to fix a date for the
appoi ntment. -- BERNAMA
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