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JAKARTA, Nov 28 (Bernamm) -- Representing sone of the ol dest form of
governnents' from nonarchy, denocracy, socialismto mlitary, |eaders of
the 10 Sout heast Asian nations will neet here Saturday for a first-ever
Asean Informal Sunmmt.

The | eaders, anobng them a Sultan, a prince, retired generals and a
doctor, are the heads of governnent fromthe seven Asean nenber states --
Brunei, Indonesia, Mlaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thail and and
Vietnam-- and their counterparts fromthe two I ndo-Chinese countries
Canbodi a and Laos as well as Myannar.

This will be the second "reunion" for the | eaders after the 1995 Asean
Summit in Thailand. It was in Bangkok that the | eaders decided they shoul d
meet regularly instead of just the triennial sumit.

Hone to nearly half-a-billion people, Southeast Asia is one of the
fastest-growi ng regions in the world. Asean al one accounted for about
US$300 billion (about RMF50 billion) in total exports |ast year.

Brunei, a rich oil sultanate, will be represented by the 50-year-old
Sul tan Hassanal Bol ki ah, the world's richest man, who is also a helicopter
pil ot.

| ndonesi a's President Suharto, 75, is one of the world's
| ongest-serving | eaders. The former armny general becane President in 1967
after an abortive coup against the late forner President Sukarno.

Mal aysia's Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad is a nmedical doctor who
becane the country's fourth Prine Mnister on July 16, 1981.

Phi | i ppi nes' President Fidel Ranbs or "Eddie" (nicknane), 68, is
anot her forner arny general who played a vital role in the "people power"
revolution that toppled the | ate President Ferdi nand Marcos.

Si ngapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong, 55, an economist, started his
career as an adm nistrative officer and rose to lead the island republic in
1991.

Anot her former general, who is expected to make his debut at the sunmt
is newy-elected Thai Prime M nister Chavalit Yongchai yudh. The former
commander of Thailand's politically powerful mlitary was sworn in | ast
Monday.

Vi et namese Prinme Mnister Vo Van Kiet, 74, is the politburo nmenber of
the Central Conmittee of the Communist Party of Vietnam He played a key
role in reformng the Vietnameconony in | ate 1986.

Canbodia will be represented by co-Prinme Mnisters' Prince Norodom
Ranari ddh and Hun Sen, 45, while Laos by Prine M nister Khantay Si phandone,
72. The Laotian |eader is already in town for an official visit.

Myanmar's Prime M nister General Than Shwe, 63, is chairman of the
State Law and Order Restoration Council which rules Myanmar.

Wth the timng of Yangon's adnmission into the seven-nenber regi ona
groupi ng remai ns a question, the summt would probably focus on the issue.

Mal aysia is keen to get Myanmar as well as Canbodi a and Laos into the
Asean fold by next year when Kual a Lunpur hosts the annual mnisterial
meeting. Next year will mark Asean's 30t h anniversary.

Most of the | eaders woul d be acconpani ed by their respective foreign
m ni sters al t hough there woul d not be any neeting between the mnisters
prior to the informal sumrit at Jakarta Hilton. -- BERNAMA
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