10 MAY 1996
Mahat hir-Unity
UNI TY | S KEY TO UNFI Nl SHED STRUGGLE, SAYS UWMNO PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 (Bernamm) -- Party unity nmust be strongly upheld
if Umo is to continue with its unfinished struggles in the interest of
progress and to achieve greater success in future, says Umo President
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

He said Umo nenbers nust also strive to overcome m sunder st andi ng
anmong t hensel ves, focus their efforts on national devel opnent, and refrain
from bei ng power crazy but instead use such power for the benefit of the
peopl e and nati on

In this context, the Prine Mnister said Umo nust remain strong as
there was still so nuch to be done and al t hough the nation m ght have
achi eved Vi sion 2020, Umo's struggl es should not end on that date because
it was not the tine for Umo to be elimn nated.

"Qur struggles nmust go on, for as long as we hold on to noble val ues,
for as long as we carry out our obligations to the people, we nust retain
Umo," he said at the Premier Rally in conjunction with Umo's 50th
anni versary at the Merdeka Square here, tonight.

"W know that it's not our right to say that we shall renain
eternally...it is the will of Allah, but let us not be the cause for our
failure, let us not be the cause for our disintegration, as such we nust
uphold unity in the party," he said.

The Prime M nister, who repeatedly stressed that Umo's struggl es were
not over, wanted every party nenber to renew their resolve to keep Umo's
spirit young in every aspect, to be strong and to keep its objectives of
commandi ng respect for the Malay race and bringi ng devel opnent to the
nati on.

He said Mal aysi a nust beconme a devel oped nation in its own way, mnust
not be arrogant and be united and work hard in the interest of race,
country and religion.

"If we can renind ourselves of the responsibility that we must continue
to shoul der and our objective of becomnmi ng a devel oped nation, then this
gathering and cel ebration will truly be meani ngful,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said although Umo had a ruling majority of nore
than two-thirds, the main Malay party was always mndful that the success
all this while had al ways been achi eved t hrough the cooperation of the
component parties and the solidarity fromthe various comunities.

Dr Mahathir said many countries particularly the devel opi ng ones want ed
to learn fromUmo in inplementing policies that could be accepted by the
conponent parties of the other governnents.

Recal ling the history of Umo's formation and struggles since its
i nception in 1946, he said the political approach created by the party was
extraordinary so nuch so that the world viewed Umo and the nation as
having firmsolidarity and a unique nultiracial cooperation.

The early Umo | eadershi p under Datuk Onn Ja'afar, was extraordi nary
that it brought great success to the country, he said.

Subsequently, the | eadership of Tun Abdul Razak and Tun Hussein Onn
continued to stress on solidarity which succeeded in uniting all WMl aysians
and up till today, the country continued to enjoy successes in various
fields including a strong econom ¢ growth. -- BERNAMVA
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