07 SEP 1996
Mahat hi r- Uni versities
UNI VERSI TI ES SHOULD REACH QUT TO THE COVMUNI TY: PM

JOHOR BAHARU, 7 Sept (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
said universities should have close links with the community and play a
role in bringing progress to society.

The Prime M nister said universities could not be separated fromthe
community and operate like an Ivory Tower.

The characteristic of a university today is different and it shoul d be
relevant to the community surrounding it, he said when | aunching the
Uni versity I ndustry Technol ogy Advancenent Progranme (Unitap) at Universiti
Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UTM in Skudai here.

Dr Mahathir said what universities did today should be of benefit to
soci ety and there could no | onger be any separation |ike previously.

The educati on obtained in universities should be used not just in the
universities but also within the society, he said.

He added that since Mal aysia was now rapidly industrialising, the focus
was on that field and related i ndustries.

Mal aysi ans did not have nmuch tine and energy and should therefore
concentrate on areas that woul d be of rel evance, he said, and added t hat
was why the government gave priority to academ c fields that had cl ose
links with industries.

Dr Mahathir said he believed that academ ci ans woul d agree that they
too nust be relevant to society and no |l onger work in isolation.

He said the governnent had set up several universities but was faced
with the probl emof providing the required academ c staff.

"We can build beautiful universities... indeed universities that are
nmore beautiful than universities in devel oping countries, (but) what's
important is not the building but the academi ¢ staff,"” he added.

The Prime Mnister said it was not easy to obtain acadenmic staff and as
a result the government was facing problens in setting up nore universities
to provide education to the people in line with the country's drive towards
i ndustrialisation

He said the private sector could offer better salaries than the
governnent and it was sonetinmes four times nore.

As a result, he said, acdem c staff were |leaving universities to join
the private sector and this had becone a problemfor the governnent.

Dr Mahathir said due to i nadequate acadenic staff, the governnent had
to change its approach and privatise universities as otherw se the
universities would be left with no academ c staff.

Many parties are dissatisfied with the nove but the governnent wanted
to see acadenici ans paid a reasonabl e salary, he said.

"The scenario in Ml aysia has changed and t he peopl e shoul d under st and
this problem W cannot return to the previous period which probably was
cal mand easy conpared to the present period which is nore conplex," he
added.

Dr Mahat hir hoped acadeni ci ans woul d accept that fact because there was
a great denmand for education in this country and the governnent was unabl e
to increase the nunber of universities except through the setting up of
private institutions.

Unitap is a programe ai ned at establishing closer |inks between UTM
and the the industry to ensure that technol ogi cal excell ence continued to
expand and benefitted the people.

Under the progranme, academ cians and the industry woul d work together



into in areas such as research and devel opment and technol ogi cal transfer.
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