30 AUG 1996

UP TO SABAH TO DECI DE ON PASSPORT RULE FOR OTHER MALAYSI ANS

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 30 (Bernanm) -- Sabah should be allowed to deci de on
its own whether to continue requiring non-Sabah people to use a passport to
enter the state, at the appropriate time, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
sai d.

However, the Prime M nister said, as far he knew the regul ati on had so
far not caused nmany problens to other Ml aysi ans who visited Sabah.

"I think there is none (problemin entering Sabah). | don't know of any
probl em Peninsul ar (Ml aysi a) people who want to cone here can do so, and
peopl e fromhere can also go to the peninsula wi thout any problem" he said
in response to questions fromreporters after he |l aunched the "Ml aysi a
Bol eh, Sabah Bol eh" (Ml aysia Can, Sabah Can) canpai gn here.

"When the time is ready, Sabah will have to decide," he added.

He was asked whether there was still a need for Sabah to continue to
apply the passport rule for Mal aysians fromother states when they visit
Sababh.

Retention of the immigration power, including the use of passports to
enter Sabah, was a pre-condition for the state's agreenent to join the
Mal aysi an Federation in 1963.

However, the passport rule was abolished for people who enter Sabah
t hrough Labuan after the island was handed over to federal adm nistration
and declared a Federal Territory in the mid-1980s. -- BERNAMVA
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