01 MAY 1996
Cinton- Ml aysi a
US LAUDS MALAYSI A'S ECONOM C PERFORMANCE

KUALA LUVPUR, May 1 (Bernama) -- United States President Bill Cinton
yest erday commended Mal aysia on its inpressive econon ¢ growth which had
contributed to the increase in twd-way econom ¢ and conmercial ties.

"Under the | eadership of Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr) Mahathir
Mohamad, Mal aysia's econony has grown at an inpressive pace. O her nations
woul d do well to learn fromthe exanpl e of your free market econony," he
sai d.

Clinton said this in his statement in reply to a statenent by
new y- appoi nted Mal aysi an anbassador to the US Datuk Dali Mahnud Hashi m
who presented his credentials to the American president during a cerenony
i n WAashi ngton yest er day.

The statenments were not read out but nerely exchanged in accordance
with US protocol practice.

Cinton said Mal aysia was his country's 13th | argest tradi ng partner,
with the US being Mal aysia's |argest foreign i nvestor and export nmarket as
wel | as second | argest trading partner.

He said American conpani es, which had played a role in Malaysia's
growth, would continue to play their part to make Dr Mahathir's Vision 2020
areality.

Cdinton added that the US was | ooking forward to continue working with
Mal aysia in the World Trade Organisation and the Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperation to the advance conmon goal of trade expansion, growth and
devel opnent .

The US, said Cinton, valued Mal aysia' s exenplary role in peacekeeping
operations and woul d Iike to work together in the economi c reconstruction
and military stabilisation of Bosni a Herzegovi na.

"The US views Mal aysia as a very strong regi onal and internationa
| eader, one of Southeast Asia's nobst dynam c econom es and a val uabl e
partner," he said.

Meanwhil e, Dali said the two countries should build upon the positive
and avoid letting mnor "irritants" inpact negatively on the overal
expandi ng and nutual |y beneficial relationship

He repl aced fornmer anbassador Datuk Abdul Mjid Mhanmed. -- BERNAMA
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