15 MAR 1996
Mahat hir-Gty
TOM, CITY CI TI ZENS MUST BE MORE DI SCPLI NED, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUCHI NG March 15 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad said today citizens living in towns or cities nust be nore
disciplined as no city or town authority could keep themcl ean 24 hours a
day.

They nust |earn to be clean thensel ves because, at best, the
authorities could only provide scavengi ng services, he said when officially
opening the RVWb5 mllion Kuching City South Council building here.

He added: "We nust learn to take care of our waste and not just chuck
everyt hing out of the wi ndow or car.

"When you have the nmoney it is easy to build a nice city but | ooking
after it would be difficult."

Stressing the need for discipline, Dr Mahathir said the people had | ess
di sci pline than they should when they live in a big conmunity.

He added: "The better people nornmally live in the small villages or
even al one but as the conmunity progresses they begin to live in bigger
comuni ti es.

Living in big conmunities, there was a need to have order in their
lives, he said, adding that to live in a nobre progressive way one needs to
accept the sacrifices required when living in a bigger community.

"That is why we paint our city, beautify and clean them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said land had to be sacrificed in order to | andscape them
and to convert theminto gardens even though they are so val uabl e.

Al so, the people would like to see better and broader roads, planted
with trees so that they could walk in the shade, he added.

He suggested that Ml aysia ermul ate the French who were very good at
city planning and plant six rows of trees instead of only four.

Dr Mahat hir congratul ated the Sarawak governnent and the City Hall for
the magni ficient building which woul d be the pride of Kuching city south
resi dents.

He said buil ding design today should suit the rapid devel opnent in the
country wi thout sticking out Iike a sore thunb.

Citing building designs, especially those in Kuala Lunmpur, he said
their facade matched the outstandi ng buildings in Europe but inside they
were |ike prisons.

Local architects designed beautiful buildings but forget about little
things |ike where to place the air-conditioning equipnment, thus leading to
haphazard installati on which made the buil ding ugly, he added.

He urged architects to apply their talent and skills to designing
bui l di ng and house for cities. -- BERNAMA
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