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UTI LI SE PORT KLANG FULLY, DR M TELLS | MPORTERS AND EXPORTERS

PORT KLANG Jan 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday
reiterated his call to local inporters and exporters to fully utilise Port
Klang to reduce the deficit in the country's bal ance of paynent.

The Prime M nister said the government wanted to see Port Kl ang
handling all the inports and exports of Ml aysi a.

Noti ng that Mal aysia might not be able to achieve this 100 percent, he
said the country would certainly work towards this goal

"This has becone nore inportant today sinply because the deficit in the
bal ance of paynent is growi ng, and one of the contributors to the deficit
is the fact that our invisible trade accrues largely to foreign countries
and not to Mal aysia," he said.

Speaki ng at the | aunching of the Orient Overseas Container Line (OOCL)
Direct Trans-Pacific Service fromPort Klang to the U S. Wst Coast, he
said freight and i nsurance were anong the itens that contributed to the
deficit.

"It is therefore reasonable to expect us to nake nore use of our ports,
i f possible our own ships and our own insurance conpanies," he said.

He sai d conpani es exporting fromand inporting into Mal aysi a shoul d
take interest in how their goods were being exported or how they received
goods.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment would be doing "sone mld armtw sting"
to make sure that people send and receive their goods through Port Kl ang.

He said Mal aysi ans were not that concerned about how their exports or
i nports reach or | eave this country.

"They handed over to handling agents who then sent nobst of the goods to
a nei ghbouring country and, as a result, we becone nerely a feeder port,"
he sai d.

In a bid to nake Port Kl ang nore attractive, the governnment has decided
to make it a free port where goods can conme here and be re-exported w thout
being taxed at all if they do not cross the custons barrier.

"This is to facilitate inportation of bulk goods in order to be
re-packed and re-exported to other places,” he said.

He said nmany things renmained to be done to ensure Port Klang could
serve the many purposes it was intended for.

He was happy that shipping conpanies, including the OOCL, which has
brought its biggest container vessel the "OOCL California”™ to Port Kl ang,
had responded well to the government's efforts to increase the use of this
port.

Dr Mahathir said the government wanted to ensure sufficient freight to
make it worthwhile for such big ships to cone here

"And, the governnment will do everything possible to see that Ml aysian
goods are directed to Port Klang so that there will be sufficient anount of
goods and containers to fill the huge ships so that their visits here are
wort hwhi l e, " he sai d.

He said the government would study ways to further cut costs.

He said: "W are very happy indeed to receive conplaints and
suggestions fromport users as it is the Ml aysian governnent's policy to
be open to suggesti ons.

"I'f Mal aysia has been able to grow quite fast lately it is because of
our policy of listening to the people and their conplaints.”

He said Port Klang started off as Port Swettenham a small port which



was not designed for ships which go direct to other continents but rather
as a feeder port.

He said the British policy in those days was nore towards devel opi ng
Si ngapore and as a result everything was done to ensure that Port Kl ang
woul d not devel op.

For exanple, freight charge for bringing goods from Kual a Lunpur to
Port Swettenhamthen was higher than the freight charge for taking goods
from Kual a Lunpur to Si ngapore.

"It was one of the decisions made during the British period...another
result of that policy was the decision to destroy Melaka in order to nake
Penang devel op. Those were the days when the decision maki ng was out of our
hands. "

After years of independence, it was now our intention to devel op Port
Klang as the main port of this country and over tinme one of the biggest in
the regi on, he added.

OOCL is one of the largest container operators in the world providing
customers with global, fully integrated containerised transportation
services with a vast network enconpassi ng Trans-Pacific, Trans-Atlantic,
Far East/Europe, Far East/Australia, Far East/M ddl e East and Intra-Asia.

The OOCL California, the first of OOCL's ei ght new container ships with
a capacity of 4960 TEUs, will provide Ml aysi an exporters and i nporters
direct liner call between Ml aysia and the US Wst Coast.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpani ed by Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihamad
Haji Mihamad Tai b and Kl ang Port Authority Chairman Datuk M chael Chen, was
given a guided tour of the ship by Encik C. C. Tung, the vice-president of
Oient Overseas International Limted, the parent conpany of OOCL. --
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