07 SEP 1996
Mahat hi r - Sol ar
UTM COMVENDED FOR R&D ON SOLAR POVWERED CARS

JOHOR BAHARU, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday comended Universiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UTM for venturing
into research and devel opnent on sol ar powered cars, describing it as a
good effort.

He said there was a need for those involved in the field to enhance the
technol ogy to i nmprove further the quality of such vehicles.

Dr Mahathir said this at a news conference to | aunch the
"Uni versity-1ndustry Technol ogy Advancerment Progranmme" (UN TAP) at UTM
Skudai here.

The UTM started its solar car project on Jan 1 |ast year as a design
exercise in Research and Devel opment (R&D) for the staff and the
under gr aduat es.

Its R&D team has designed a sol ar powered car "Suria 2020" for the
Worl d Sol ar Challenge in Australia on Cct 27.

Dr Mahathir later officiated the |Iaunching of the solar powered car as
well as the Malaysia's first sports car "ARG 10" and Forrmula Mcar at the
foyer, Bangunan Dewan Sul tan | skandar.

He al so received a cheque for RMb18, 000 from an entrepreneur Datuk
Tharu T. Tharunmagnanam for UTM s R&D activities. The noney was fromthe
sal es of his book entitled "The Making of The National Car - Not Just A Dreani.

UTM Sol ar Car Project Director Abdul Mitaali Qthman said UTM was
| ooking for the car's driver anong the staff and undergraduates.

He said 54 participants fromseveral countries were expected to take
part in 3,010-kmrace fromDarwi n to Adel ai de, Australi a.
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