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By: M chael Raj

BANGKOK, March 2 (Bernama) -- Vietnamis eagerly awaiting Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s visit next week, hoping it wll
propel ties between the two countries to a significantly higher plane.

Nguyen Trung, Assistant to Vietnanmese Prinme Mnister Vo Van Kiet, told
Bernama here that Dr Mahathir's visit, his second since 1992, would further
rei nforce the excell ent bond between Kual a Lunpur and Hanoi .

"What we desire for is greater |inkages be it in the social, political
or economc fields," he said when net on the second day of the Asia- Europe
Meeting (ASEM here.

Trung, a nmenber of the Vietanese del egation to ASEM said that since
his country's official admi ssion to Asean at the Asean M nisterial Meeting
in Brunei |ast year, Kiet was keen to touch base with all the Asean heads.

Asked about Mal aysian investnents in Vietnam Trung said Kiet was happy
with the many investors who have invested in the country which, in the
process, has greatly aided the country's econoni c reconstruction.

He said there were nunerous foreign investors conpeting for investnents
in Vietnam which was why it was inperative that Ml aysian i nvestors be
nore aggressive so as not to be left out of opportunities there.

Vi et nam he added, needed greater investnents to acccelerate
i npl ement ati on of a nmarket econony.

This woul d position the country well in adhering to the Asean Free
Trade Area (AFTA), where Vietnam given that its econony was still |agging
behi nd those of other Asean countries, have been a given a grace period to
catch up with the rest.

The ot her Asean countries have comritted thensel ves to narket opening
measures, including tariff reduction, leading to the creation of a single
mar ket by the year 2008.

On whet her any agreenents were expected to be signed between Ml aysi a
and Vietnamduring Dr Mahathir's visit, Trung said no official agreenents
woul d be signed but Dr Mahathir woul d witness several private sector pacts
bei ng clinched. -- BERNAMA
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