11 MAY 1996
Conventi on-reaction
MAHATHI R S VI EW5 ON DEMOCRACY LAUDED

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s speech on denocracy has been well received by various | eaders who
agreed that racial unity and the country's progress will be enhanced
t hrough the Mal aysi an concept of denocracy.

M C president Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu said Ml aysi a had succeeded in
moul ding its own type of denocracy.

He said the governnment was al ways uphol di ng denocracy and there was no
obstruction to denocratic practices in the country.

"Mal aysia i s anpbng the nost popul ar denpcratic nations in Southeast
Asia," he said when comenting on Dr Mahathir's speech at the 50th Umo
anni versary Convention, here, today.

Sany Vellu said Malay unity was vital to other races in Ml aysia since
it contributed towards the nation's progress and stability.

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said it was appropriate
for Dr Mahathir to clarify various values related to denocracy.

"W don't want to blindly enmul ate other val ues since Malaysia is able
to build its own values in relation to issues |ike denbcracy, human rights
and the environnent,"” he said.

Sabah Progresive Party (SAPP) president Datuk Yong Teck Lee said Dr
Mahat hir's views on denocracy woul d be renenbered by Ml aysians in the
years to cone.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Muhamad Tai b said the speech
touched on various angl es and stressed how the Ml ays shoul d use denocracy
to bring progress and advantages to the nation.

"The president's speech has indepth neaning and has ignited the
t hi nki ng of the Mal ays on the concept of denobcracy," he said.

Anot her Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said Dr Mahathir's
keynote address woul d have an inportant bearing on the future direction of
Umo's political adm nistration.

He said the various races in the country shoul d understand and know
their respective roles and responsibilities.

"They shoul d not only defend the existing denocratic system but should
al so hel p devel op the nation's soci o-econonic status and nake Ml aysi a an
even nore outstanding country,” he said.

"The Prime Mnister's speech is a boost towards the understandi ng of
Mal aysi an politics, politics in Umo and how to ensure that the node
chosen is not abused," he said.

Per manent chairman of the Wanita Umo Movenent Tan Sri Haj ah Ai shah
Ghani said the Umo president's speech rem nded party nenbers of the origin
of the party's struggles and the party's efforts to provide dignity for the
Mal ays.

Former Deputy Prine Mnister Tan Sri Musa Hitamsaid the Prine
M ni ster's speech was nade after scrutinization of the nation's politica
probl ens especially those pertaining to denocratic affairs.

"H s speech is based on experience and vi ews whi ch shoul d be enbraced
and followed by all Umo nenbers,"” he said.

Umo stalwart Tengku Ahnad Rit hauddeen said all Mal aysi ans shoul d unite
and preserve national solidarity. -- BERNAMA
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