10 OCT 1996
Umo- Vot i ng
VOTI NG FOR UWNO SUPREME COUNCI L PCSTS HAS BEGUN

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 10 (Bernamm) -- Voting for posts in the Umo Suprene
Counci| began at 12.15pmtoday after the party's CGeneral Assenbly was
adj ourned as soon as party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
finished reading his presidential speech.

Dr Mahathir cast the first ballot at Dewan Merdeka in the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre, followed by his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Next came the other 42 menbers of the Suprene Council and 30 del egates
each fromthe Youth and Wanita w ngs.

A total of 1,871 party |eaders and delegates are eligible to vote.

The del egates of Parit Buntar headed the list of 1,767 del egates
representing 164 divisions in casting their ballots.

Vi deos on how to vote were shown to the del egates before the voting
process began. All the ballot boxes were al so opened to show t he del egates
that they were enpty before being | ocked.

Per manent chairman Tan Sri Sul ai man Ni nam Shah remi nded the voters to
mark their ballots by using only the pens provided and they should | eave
the hall after casting their vote.

The voting process is expected to take two hours.

About 300 people are hel ping to conduct the balloting and counti ng.

The results are expected to be announced late in the afternoon.

Seven candi dates are contesting for the three posts of vice president,
55 for the 25 Suprene Council seats, two for the pernanent chairmn post
and three for the deputy pernanent chairmn post.

The president and deputy president have been returned unopposed.

Attention in the party elections is focused at the vice presidenti al
race which involves the three incunbents -- Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin, Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak and Tan Sri Mihammad Muhamad Tai b.

They are chal |l enged by Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , Dat uk Syed Hami d
Al bar, Tan Sri Ramii Ngah Talib and Yob Taj uddin Kul ub | smai l
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