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BANGKOK, March 2 (Bernama) -- The wall being constructed by Ml aysia
near the border with Thailand to block illegal imrgrants and smuggling
activities is located well within Mal aysian territory and not right at the
common bor der.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mahamad sai d t oday he had
expl ained this aspect to his Thai counterpart Banharn Sil pa-archa when t hey
met on the sidelines of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM here this norning.

The wall was built inside Mal aysia and sone di stance away fromthe
actual surveyed border sinply because the space was needed for the
Mal aysi an authorities to i nspect the condition on both sides of the wall
wi t hout ever infringing on Thai territory.

"I think Thail and understands the need for Malaysia to build such a
wall which is to stop illegal imrigrants fromcom ng into Mal aysia and the
smuggl i ng of drugs and ot her goods," he said.

He clarified that the illegal imigrants were in fact not Thais but
national s of countries bordering Thailand who nerely transitted Tha
territory before entering Malaysia illegally.

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned that Mal aysia and Thail and shared a | ong border,
| ong parts of which run through thick jungles, making it inpossible for
either side to nount constant patrols.

He said it had been a very cordial neeting with Banharn as there were
no serious bilateral problens.

Referring to the fishing i ssue, which had been a source of irritations
i n Bangkok- Kual a Lunmpur rel ati ons because of encroachnent of Thai fishernmen
into Mal aysi an waters, Dr Mahathir said this matter was now settl ed.

"I'n fact Mal aysia wel coned Thai participation in our fishing industry
except that we want the fish to be landed in Ml aysia."

He expl ai ned that previously the catch had been | anded i n Southern
Thai l and and he did not fault Thailand for this because previously | anding
facilities in Ml aysia had been i nadequat e.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia and Thail and had agreed that some amesty
could be considered for certain Thais being held in Mlaysian prisons for
ordinary crines and not political ones.

It is understood that many Thai fishernen when arrested for fishing
illegally in Ml aysian waters are unable to pay fines inposed by the courts
and end up serving jail terms. -- BERNAVA
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