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By: Mahesh Prasad

New Del hi, Dec 16 (Bernama) -- The issue of India s possible
participation in the Asia-Europe neeting is likely to figure in tal ks
bet ween Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mharmad and | ndi an
| eaders here later this week, analysts said today.

India is expected to take up the case for its nenbership, they said.

A review of bilateral relations, which have been inproving since the
first visit of the Malaysian | eader to India in Decenber 1993, and regiona
and international issues were also expected to feature in the discussions.

A warm wel comre awaits Dr Mahat hir when he arrives on Dec 19 for a
three-day official visit. He will be acconpani ed by Deputy Foreign M nister
Dat uk Dr Leo M chael Toyad.

Dr Mahathir will receive the Jawaharl al Nehru Award for |nternationa
Understanding at a glittering cerenpbny at the Rashtrapati Bhawan on Dec 20.

I ndi a has achi eved full dial ogue partner status in Asean with the help
of Mal aysia and | ooks forward to a closer relationship with the grouping.

A review of the progress of inplenentation of nenoranda of
under st andi ng (MOUs) signed during P.V. Narasinmha Rao's visit to Ml aysia
| ast year when he was prinme mnister is also on the cards.

The MOU on Mal aysian help for India s National Super H ghways project
has been stalled with the decision of India's Mnistry of Surface Transport
to withhol d the project.

Renong i s anobng the 22 conpani es bidding to conduct a feasibility study
for the project.

Bi | at eral cooperation has been intensified in recent years. The Indian
Rai | way Construction Corporation has been hel ping Mal aysia in the setting
up and operation of its railway system

Bilateral trade has junmped nearly threefold fromUS$477 nmillion in
1993-1994 to US$1,220 mllion in 1995-96.

Mal aysi a has a huge trade surplus of US$471 million in 1995-96 conpared
to a marginal surplus of US$1.2 million in 1993-94.

Mal aysia's principal exports to India include palmoil, wood and wood
products, netal scrap, non-ferrous netals, natural rubber, machinery,
prof essi onal and optical instrunents.

Mal aysi a i nports, anmong ot her things, neat, machinery and i nstrunents,
transport equi pment, cotton yarn fabrics and rice fromlndia.

India"s inmports from Mal aysia account for |ess than 2 percent of its
total inmports while India s exports to Mal aysia are just above one percent
of the country's total exports and only 0.9 percent of Malaysia's gl oba
i mports.

The scope for pronoting and expanding trade is therefore very
prom si ng.

Dr Mahat hir has been encouragi ng i ndustrialists in his country to
i nvest in other countries.

Mal aysi an industrialists are in a position to nake heavy i nvestnents in
India in the field of infrastructure such as tel ecommuni cations, power and
devel opnent of hi ghways and ports. -- BERNAMA
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