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Mahat hi r - Bosni a
WESTERN POVWERS TOLD TO STAND FI RM OVER BOSNI AN PEACE PROCESS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 16 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today the western powers should stand firmin inplenmenting the Dayton peace
pl an and not succunb to pressures fromthe Serbs.

The prime mnister said the Serbs were now threatening not to conply
with the peace plan after two Serbs were haul ed up to face charges of
suspected atrocities before the war crinmes tribunal in The Hague, the
Net her | ands.

"My worry is that the western powers may not stand firm From past
experiences, they tend to give in to the Serbs but | hope this will not
happen, " he sai d.

He told reporters this after the sinultaneous | aunch of the d oba
Humani tari an Appeal for Bosnia and Herzegovi na over the Internet and a book
entitled "Bosnia: Beyond Wrds, Beyond Tears", here.

The peace pact was reached in Dayton, Chio, |ast Novenber by the
presidents of Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia, signalling the end of the
t hree- and- a- hal f -year Bal kan conflict.

Asked whet her the world was doi ng enough to assist in the
rehabilitation of Bosnia, he said: "I think so. The world is made up of
di fferent kinds of people.

"Some may not be very synpathetic, some may think that there are others
who are suffering too. But |'mquite sure there are people who will respond
(to the appeal)," he said.

He al so said that some Mal aysi an busi nessmen were keen to go to Bosnia
to see what could be done to help reconstruct the war-torn country.

"The governnent will leave it largely to the private sector. | think
they will know how to go about it," he said, adding that the government
would try to be as hel pful as possible.

Asked whet her a special appeal for funds for Bosnia and Herzegovi na
needed to be | aunched in the country, he said: "I don't think a speci al
appeal needs to be launched at this nonent." -- nore

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said the ethnic strife and sufferings in Bosnia
and Herzegovi na shoul d not have taken place in a world where barbaric
cruelty was universally condemmed.

"The scale of these atrocities is frightening in an age when the
slightest breach of denocracy results in sanctions and threats and
visitations by powerful fleets," he said.

The prime minister said | eaders of powerful denocracies dared not make
the decision to act in accordance with their vaunted humanitarian
principles, thus prolonging the war, for fear they m ght not be elected if
their sol diers were harned whil e defendi ng ot hers.

"Rat her a thousand foreigners die than an election lost. That's the
beauty of denobcracy," he added.

Some 50 million Internet users worldw de are now able to get the
message of the appeal which also relates the background of the Bosni an
conflict.

The book, "Bosnia: Beyond Wrds, Beyond Tears", an atnospheric
pictorial of the effects of the war on the lives of citizens of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, is co-authored by the chief executive officer of Linkokw ng
Integrated, Tan Sri LimKok Wng, and public relations and adverti sing
expert Faridah Haneed

The | aunch of the gl obal appeal is made possi bl e by Li nkokw ng



I ntegrated, the Sungei Wy Group and Asia Connect Sdn Bhd. -- Bernana
MAM JK
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