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VWHAT HAVI NG WORLD' S TALLEST BUI LDI NG MEANS TO MALAYSI A

SAN FRANCI SCO, May 20 (Bernamm) -- On May 2, the New York Tines
publ i shed an article entitled "Ml aysi a Looks Down on Wirld From 1, 483
Feet".

Referrring to the world's tallest building -- the Petronas Twi n Towers
nearing conpletion in Kuala Lunpur -- it says:" It was a heady achi evenent
for Mal aysia, which yearns to becone a player on the international scene,
and the synbolismis apt. Perhaps no nation is remaking itself physically
with nmore anbition than this one".

But to Mal aysia's New York-based Pernmanent Representative to the United
Nati ons Tan Sri Razali Ismail, having the tallest building reflects nany
facets of Mal aysians, and the stability, devel opnment and progress achi eved
by the country.

Having the tallest building did not nake Mal aysia a player on the
international scene but its international activismover the past severa
years had cone about through a process of evolution and invol venent," said
Razal i, who addressed a | uncheon neeting of the "Ml aysia-United States
Busi ness and Technol ogy Forum at the Hotel N kko here. The forum was opened
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Looki ng at Mal aysia from New York, which itself has buildings which are
anong the world's tallest, Razali said he was seeing Malaysia' s activism
not just springing frompolitical |eadership and neither did the Ml aysian
| eadershi p use activismabroad to distract or nake up for internal
defi ci enci es.

Speaking on "Malaysia's Role in the International Conmmunity of
Nati ons", Razali said Malaysia's activismwas al so grass-roots driven.

Cting exanples, he said that on issues such as Bosni a- Her zegovi na,
environnmental justice or denocracy anong nations, the Ml aysian public held
strong views and expected their representatives and civil servants to
articulate positions at all fora.

"But let nme underline that there is no single prescribed role for
Mal aysia. W are happy to be a catal yst for change, joining others to
determ ne consensus for a better world in pronoting universally accepted
val ues and denocracy anong states and reducing global elitism

" Perhaps 15 years ago Mal aysia could have chosen just to go for
econom ¢ grow h and "be nice", choosing a "patron” froma major power that
will | ook over our shoul der as we take positions on issues,” he said.

But Razali said Ml aysi a deci ded otherwi se and i nstead chose to be
criticial, pragmatic and in pursuit and in support of universal principles
and not to depend on the unbrella of a "patron"

Razal i, regarded as anong the nobst highly respected anbassadors at the
United Nations, said that in his personal view, Mlaysia's externa
rel ati ons were based on "principled pragnmatisni.

Mal aysi a's chal |l enge as a nation had been to reconcile the inportance
of principles and the inperatives of pragmatismin inter-state as well as
i nternational rel ations.

"While we insist on sovereign equality, we are sangui ne enough to
realise that not all states are equal

In yet another criticismof the UN, he said: "The UN Charter recognises
that some countries are nore equal than others but there nust be conmitnent
to a global programme with gl obal responsibilities, much of which is not in
evidence at the UN at this tine as those nore equal than others are not



undert aki ng responsi bl e | eadership at the UN'

El aborating on Mal aysia's invol venent in hel ping Bosnia, which he said
was the country's first geo-strategi c experience, Razali argued that it was
prem sed on preventing the destruction of a nulti-ethnic, multi-religious
state in Europe, a part of the so called enlightened world.

Fol | owi ng the Dayton Accord that provides a chance for peace to take
hold in the war-torn Bal kan state, Ml aysian troops are in Bosnia now as
part of a multi-national inplementation force (Ifor), |ed by NATO

Razali told the forumthat Ml aysia was the only devel opi ng country to
take part in Ifor and having to bear the entire operational costs of
mai ntai ning the 1,500-strong battalion showed its readi ness to match
rhetoric with action.

"At some cost, we speak out against selectivity, double standards and
gloval elitism" he said

But Razali conceded that being critical of others, Ml aysia was opening
itself even nore critically to the exam nation of others and this was
sonet hi ng unavoi dabl e.

"Mal aysia will continue to play its part in building bridges of
nmeani ngf ul partnership where nations, irrespective of their size and | evel
of devel opment, will contribute towards a common future and coll ective
justice," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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