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W DE SCOPE FOR YOUNGER GENERATI ON | N HANDLI NG PROBLEMS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- There is a lot of roomfor
initiatives that Mal aysia's younger generation can take in solving probl ens
faced by society, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid
t oday.

He said they nust adopt a positive and pro-active attitude in handling
probl ens especially those related to the younger generation such as dadah
abuse and social conflicts.

"Li ke nyself, who had been active in student and youth novenents, you
sonetines get bored listening to continuous |ectures (on the probl ens)
wi t hout the opportunity to express your views, to discuss and get
sufficient exposure (to find a solution),"” he told participants to the
Young Ceneration Leadership Convention organi sed by Umo Youth at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre here.

Anwar, who is al so Umo Deputy President, said the party and governnent
| eadershi p gave anpl e opportunity for the younger generation to participate
together in solving social problens.

In face of the rapid econonic and national devel opnment, he rem nded the
younger generation not to be conplacent as there were still a lot that
needed to be done.

The probl em of poverty, for exanple, although no | onger serious or
wi despread is still preval ent.

"Al though there is an increasing nunber of the rich, the poor, if left
unattended, would be left out and cut off especially if those champi oning
the cause of the people did not consider the plight of the poor, did not
represent the views of those left behind and residing in renmote and rura
areas, but only pursuing self interest and enriching thenmselves, it is thus
i npossi ble for the struggle to be fruitful," he added.

That was why the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an, which woul d be tabled by Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ater this nonth, enphasised on the
distribution of national wealth equitably besides identifying economc
growth as the main thrust, he said.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said that for the first tinme
enphasi s woul d be given to soci al devel opnent aspects enconpassi ng
education, health, public housing and social problens especially anong
yout hs.

Descri bing the approach as "nore wi se than nere conplaining," he said
the probl enms of the younger generation nust be handl ed conprehensively with
the participation of parents and youth novenents.

As such, he hoped the younger generation would consider their role and
responsibilities and "not throw accusati on and pass the responsibility to
other institutions and agencies."

Besi des religious willpower and strong noral val ues, the younger
generation nust also adhere to the rule of |aw and have the | ove for
scholarly pursuit so as to be successful in chanpioning the cause of the
peopl e. -- BERNAMA
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