05 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - wonen
WOMEN A VALUABLE SOURCE OF MANPOVER, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- Countries which sideline wonmen in
their devel opnent progranmes are actually wasting a val uabl e source of
manpower and nmanagenent expertise, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today

He said countries |ike Ml aysia which had equal nunbers of men and
worren coul d not ignore wonen because the nmen coul d not adequately operate
t he devel opnent machi nery on their own.

"On the other hand, if wonen join nmen to participate in nationa
devel opnent, we can achi eve nuch nore progress," he said when performng
t he ground- breaki ng cerenony and | ayi ng the foundati on stone for the
Wnmen's Institute of Managenment (WM building in Jalan Tun Abang Haj i
Openg here.

He said wonmen had natural nanagenent skills noul ded through their role
as housew ves.

This inherent ability and the savings habit anbng nost wonen were
particul arly useful in business, he said.

Dr Mahathir said this fact was obvious in Ml aysia where the nunber of
successful wormen entrepreneurs i s increasing by the day.

He said once the building was conpleted, WMwould be in a better
position to organi se training programmes and courses to upgrade the
managenent skills of wonen.

The proposed four-storey building, expected to cost RM million, is
| ocated on a 0.5-hectare site.

Anong other things, it will have an adm nistration room resource
centre, hostel and business centre.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir was conferred the "Ahli Mulia WM award
for his unique | eadership, farsightedness, discipline and efforts in
i ncul cating a good Mal aysi an community.

WM al so signed a menorandum of understanding with University of East
London to jointly conduct a Masters in Business Adm nistration course. --
Ber nama
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