28 MAY 1996
Yong- Swor n
YONG SWORN | N AS NEW SABAH CHI EF M NI STER

KOTA KI NABALU, May 28 (Bernama) -- Sabah Progressive Party president
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee was today sworn in as the state's 10th Chief Mnister,
repl aci ng Datuk Salleh Said Keruak, to fulfil the Barisan Nasional's (BN)
prom se of rotating the post anong | eaders of the three main conmunities in
the state.

Yong, 38, representing the Chinese conmunity, took the oath of office
before Yang Di Pertua Negeri Tan Sri Sakaran Dandai at 10.15 amat the
| stana here.

The cerenony was wi tnessed by Hi gh Court judge Datuk Charles Ho while
the "doa selamat” was read by state Islam c Religious Affairs Departnent
of ficial Jatm n Mohd Som

The swearing-in of the other Cabinet nenbers will be held at the Istana
at 2.30 pmtoday.

Al so present at the cerenmony were Sakaran's w fe Toh Puan Haj ah
Rukai yah Pangl i ma Abdul | ah, State Legislative Assenbly Speaker Datuk Hassan
Al ban Sandukong, senior governnent officers and | ocal dignitaries.

The promise to rotate the Chief Mnister's post anong Mislim
Bum put eras, Non-MislimBum puteras and the Chi nese community, was nade by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad during the state election in
February 1994.

Party Bersatu Sabah (PBS) won the el ection but the Barisan Nasi onal
took over the hel mof the state governnment on March 17 that year when
several of the PBS state assenbl ymen crossed over to BN conponent parties
or fornmed their own parties which were |later accepted into the BN

Sakaran, then the state BN chairman, took over as Chief M nister but
reliquished his post on Dec 28, 1994, when he was appoi nted the Yang
Di pertua Negeri .

Sal | eh, who succeeded Sakaran, was supposed to end his termof office
on March 17 this year but Dr Mahathir decided to delay the rotation
indefinitely until the state laws to curb the powers of the Chief Mnister,
in mtters relating to forestry and | and, were anended.

Dr Mahathir said |later the rotation could take place wi thout waiting
for the anmendnents which would be tabled at the State Legislative Assenbly
sitting on June 16 and 17.

Yong, a |l awyer and former PBS Deputy President, left the party before
the state polls in 1994 to form SAPP foll owi ng a | eadership crisis.

Married with four children, Yong was Assistant M nister of Local
Governnent and Housi ng and Assi stant M nister of Finance before he was
appoi nted Deputy Chief Mnister in the PBS governnent.

When the BN took over the state governnent, Yong was agai n appoi nted
Deputy Chief Mnister and M nister of Local Governnent and Housi ng before
bei ng appoi nted as Finance Mnister in a cabinet resuffle in Novenber | ast
year . - - BERNAVA
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