30 NOV 1996
Ummo- Appoi nt nent
ZAI NAL ABI DI N AND | BRAHI M ALI APPO NTED UWNO SUPREME COUNCI L MEMBERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernamm) -- State Assenbl yman for Mel or Datuk
Zai nal Abi din Abdul Kadir and Senator Datuk |brahimAli have been appointed
Umo Suprene Council nmenbers.

Their letters of appointnent signed by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday were sent to themtoday, said Umo executive
secretary Datuk Yaakob Mohanad.

"They have been asked to attend the Suprene Council neeting on Jan 11
and also to be sworn in," he told Bernanma at his office here.

At the first Umo Suprene Council neeting held after the party el ection
on Thursday, Dr Mahat hir announced only eight out of the 10 appoi nted
menbers of the Suprene Council.

For Ibrahim 45, who is former Menber of Parlianent for Pasir Mas, this
will be his second term Zainal Abidin, 53, was appointed for the first
tine.

The ei ght appoi nted Suprene Council nenbers announced earlier are Datuk
Seri Rafidah Aziz, Datuk Mohaned Rahmat, Datuk Syed Ham d Jaafar Al bar, Tan
Sri Abdul Ham d Pawant eh, Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul Sand, Datuk Seri Sanusi
Junid, Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib dan Tan Sri Hussei n Ahnad.

| brahim when contacted, said that he was very grateful to Dr Mahathir
for the trust placed upon him

"My imedi ate task as a Suprene Council nenber is to continue to speak
wi t hout fear or favour for the people and the party.

"I will also continue to nonitor the situation in Kelantan to
strengt hen Umo's presence there," he said.

Asked how he felt when his name was not in the |list of appointed
menber s announced by the Umo president after the | ast Suprene Counci
meeting, |brahimsaid he took it easy.

"Because | knew a | ot of |eaders who are not in the Umo Suprene
Counci| contested inportant posts. The Prinme M nister nmust be facing
difficulties in choosing candi dates but | always have faith," he said.

| brahi m occupi ed the 26th position in the contest for the 25 seats in

the Suprene Council in the party el ection.
Zainal Abidin was 44th in the |list of candi dates.
He was director of Pusat Islamfrom 1991 to April |ast year when he

resigned to contest in the Melor constituency in Kelantan in the genera
el ection.

He defeated Parti Melayu Semangat 46 (S46) candi date Khai rul dden Mat
Adam and Angkat an Kei nsafan |slam Mal aysi a (Aki n) candi date Tuan Mohanad
Tuan Soh to win with a mgjority of 331 votes.

He has al so served as the acting director-general of the Islamc
Affairs Division in the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

When contacted here, Zainal Abidin said that his appointnment was a
t oken of appreciation and recognition for the people of Kelantan by Dr
Mahat hi r.

He said that the decision by Dr Mahathir to appoint himand | brahim
proved that the federal government had not negel ected the peopl e of
Kel antan and in fact gave priority to themin various aspects.

Zai nal Abidin said that he was surprised when infornmed by the party of
hi s appoi ntrent | ast night as he never expected to be appointed to the
Supreme Council for the current term

He t hanked Dr Mahathir for his trust in himand pledged to give his



best in the interest of the party, race and nati on.

"At the federal level, | will try to hel p enhance the devel opnment of
Islamin the country while at the state level, | will strive to forge
greater unity anobng party nenbers and | eaders in efforts to strengthen
Umo's presence in Kelantan," said Zainal Abidin, who is the opposition
| eader in the Kelantan State Assenbly.
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