03/ 01/ 1997
100 | ose contai ner hones in fire

Noor Adzman Bahar uddin
PRAI, Thurs. - About 100 peopl e were nade honel ess after their container
honmes were destroyed by fire in Seberang Jaya early today.

The victinms, conmprising 13 famlies, said they heard an expl osi on before
the fire gutted their honmes just past m dnight.

Most of themwere squatters fromthe nearby Kampung Tel ok who had been
moved to the area in 1995 by Penas Hol di ngs which i s devel opi ng the former
squatter site into a multi-billion ringgit township.

The devel oper, before enbarking on the project, had arranged for themto
put up in a row of doubl e-storey contai ner homes until sone permanent site
was found for them The zinc-roofed containers, with nmetal walls and
p! ywood fl ooring, had been nodified with stairs leading to the first
fl oor.

There was, however, no casualty in the fire which is believed to have
been caused by faulty wiring.

Twenty-three firenmen in three engi nes took about 10 minutes to stop the
fire fromspreading to the other containers.

Factory supervi sor Thachanamuthi Vel lu, 41, said he heard an expl osion
bef ore hearing soneone shouting that a fire had broken out.

"l rushed out of my container with nmy wife, paralysed father and four
children. | sawthe fire spreading fast to other containers," he said,
addi ng that he | ost property worth about RM5, 000.

Thachananuthi's 68-year-old father Santhan, who is paral ysed fromthe
wai st down, said he dragged two of his grandchildren, who were sl eeping,
to safety as soon as he realised the row of 18 doubl e-storey contai ner
hormes were on fire.

"W could not re-enter the house to save our personal bel ongi ngs because
the fire was spreadi ng very fast.

"Everything, including my granddaughter's Penil ai an Menengah Rendah
certificate and other inportant docunents, were lost in the blaze," he
sai d.

When goi ng through the rubble with his granddaughter Sandamal ar | ater,
Sant han only nanaged to retrieve an intact franed picture of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Hi s youngest son, construction worker Gopal akri shnan, 31, said he | ost
hi s RMVB, 000 bonus paynent in the fire.

"My enpl oyer gave the bonus | ate yesterday afternoon and I did not have
time to bank it in.

"I had kept it on the altar."

Gopal akri shnan's ol der sibling, Mirali, clainmed the firenen were slowin
responding to his tel ephone call

"The person who answered ny call kept asking for ny address and
t el ephone nunber and the firenen cane about 45 mnutes |ater," he said.

Meanwhi l e, Nirmala Devi, 23, and her 33-year-old husband, Mni maran
Mar ut hanut hu, sai d they thought the police were conducting house-to-house
checks when they heard | oud knocks on their door and banging on the walls
of the containers, alterting themto the fire.

"W got up only to find the middle containers were on fire and that it
was spreadi ng very fast."

State Health, Wl fare and Caring Society Committee chairman Dr K
Raj apat hy sai d Governnent agencies, including the State Welfare Services
Department, woul d provide aid to the honel ess.



"Penas will also provide alternative housing as soon as possi bl e.
"W will also help the victinms get replacenent for any inportant
docunments lost in the fire hel p school going children before the school
opens on Mnday," he said.
He said the victinms were also entitled to cash aid fromthe Yang di -
Pertua Negeri's disaster relief fund.
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