22/ 05/ 1997
12 MOUs for MSC projects signed

Har dev Kaur in London

LONDON, Wed: Twel ve menoranduns of understandi ng have been signed to
facilitate various applications in the Miulti nmedi a Super Corridor (MSC)
i ncluding one for a revolutionary "electronic purse” which is a "wall et
computer” the size of a credit card.

The main areas of focus of the MOUs signed in the presence of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad are education, training,
appl i cati on devel opnent and tel econmmuni cati ons.

The el ectronic purse, or e-pass, according to Xanadu Plc, a smart card
and comuni cations group, will be truly smart and nulti-purpose. It can
save and display data, performthe functions of nultiple cards, allow
communi cation, and even act as a personal conputer. |t has been patented
in 39 countries worldw de, including the US and Europe.

The e-pass is small enough to fit into a wallet and can be programed to
function as a credit card, various nembership cards, access contro
device, and a passport. It cones with a display screen on which vital
heal t h and personal data can accessed.

Accordi ng to Xanadu, many organi sations and prom nent entrepreneurs,
including Bill Gates of Mcrosoft, have expressed interest in the e-pass.
Gates predicted that the wallet PCw Il be in the market in a year's
time and had told a conference in Los Angel es | ast Novenber that "it will
be a pocket conputer with a snapshot-size col our screen that you will use
i nstead for nuch of what you may carry around with you today - noney and
items that authenticate who you are, such as keys, identification, credit
cards and tickets of various kinds, as well as itens that provide you with
mobi | e i nformati on and comuni cations, such as a watch, newspapers or

ot her reading material, address and appoi nt mrent books, photographs,
cal cul ator, portable tel ephone and pager.™

The MOU wi Il provide for research, devel opnent, design and manufacture
of the e-pass for export fromthe MSC. The plant, which calls for an
additional STG million in investnents, is expected to be operational by
end- 1998.

The agreenent will see the Ml aysian partner, TL Technol ogy Research,
desi gn, devel op and manufacture a prototype of the e-pass at
technol ogi cal |y advanced facilities in the MC.

The plant, marking a quantumleap in technology for Malaysia, will be a
cutting edge facility with Xanadu's E-Pass International serving as
consultants. In fact, the smart passport, the first of its kind in the
world, is expected to be out by the end of the year.

According to Xanadu, with hundreds of uses having been established, the
circulation of smart cards is expected to i ncrease 10-fold from 420
mllionin 1994 to four billion by early in the next m |l ennium

Anot her joint venture in the nmaking, with the signing of the MOU between
Ascom and Lityan Hol dings Bhd, will pay particular attention on one of the
seven flagship applications - borderl ess marketing. The partners will use
MSC as a | aunchpad to pronote their products and technical services
t hroughout the region.

The MSC has fired the imagination of the information technol ogy and
mul ti media world, resulting in Dr Mahathir becom ng highly sought after
for "consulting services" not unlike those he had of fered when he was a
practising nedical doctor. Only this tinme, the Prinme Mnister is
di spensing "high-tech" nmedicine for whatever might ail the MSC



He continued with his hectic pace and held individual neetings with
chi ef executive officers, explaining and el aborating on the "best and the
bol dest project™.

Anong those who net Dr Mahathir was Ericsson President and Chief
Executive Oficer Dr Lars Ramgvist, who has been invited to be a nenber of
the MSC I nternational Advisory Panel. Qthers in the 35-nenber panel,
chaired by Dr Mahathir hinself, include Ji mBarksdal e (Netscape), Larry
Ellison (Oacle), Bill Gates (Mcrosoft), Nobuyji Idei (Sony), Lou
Gerstener (1BM, Bon Moo Koo (Lucky Goldstar), JimMnzi, Scott MNealy
(Sun M crosystens), Kenichi OChmae, Eckhard Pfeiffer (Conmpaq), Lewi s Platt
(Hew ett Packard), Hasso Pl attner (SAP) and Masayoshi Son (Softbank).

The Prime Mnister was al so briefed on the use of tel enedicine, one of
the flagshi p applications being pronoted for the MSC. He observed a
| apor oscopi e chol ecystectony via a live link-up with an operating theatre
at St Mary's Hospital in London, and al so participated in a live |ink-up
with the IMR and with Yale University in the US.
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