06/ 02/ 1997
14 former Al -Argam nenbers rel eased

S. Bal a

TAI PI NG Wed. - Fourteen forner menbers of the banned Al - Argam novenent,
hel d under the Internal Security Act at the Kanunting detention canp, were
rel eased today.

Al'l except Ahmad Sali m Orar, the forner deputy director-general of the
Land and Co-operative Devel opnent M nistry, were given conditional rel ease
and allowed to | eave the canp about 1.05pm

The others freed today were Tengku Noriah Tengku Abdul | ah, Azura M
Yusof, Nasiruddin Mohd Ali, Mhd Fakhruddin Arrazi Abdul | ah, Pahro
Mohamad Juoi, Hashi m Ahmad Hashi m Jaafar, Mhd N zanuddi n Asaari, Jaafar
Ahmad, Hashi m Mobhanmed, Dr Mansor Mohd Noor, Shei kh Abdul Rahman Shei kh
Ahmad and Mohamad A. Bakar

Mohd Ni zarmuddin is the son of forner Al -Argam | eader Asaari Mihanmmad.

They were brought in a Prison Departnent bus to the canp entrance where
their families and relatives had been waiting since this morning. Al 14
were arrested separately after the National Fatwa Council ruled on Aug 5,
1994, that the Aurad Muhanmadi ah teachi ngs practised by the group devi at ed
fromlslam The novenent was banned on Aug 25, 1994.

A Home Mnistry official, Raja Mohanad Raja Isnail told reporters that
all except Ahmad Sali mwere given a week's |l eave to attend to fanmly
matters before reporting to the police stations specified in their rel ease
order.

He said they had to conply with certain conditions |ike getting
clearance fromthe police if they wanted to | eave their respective areas.

He added they had agreed not to engage in any propagation of the banned
t eachi ngs.

A spokesnman for the 14, Pahrol, thanked the Government for rel easing
them ahead of the Hari Raya cel ebrations.

"By doing so, we will be able to spend the joyous occasion wth our
fam lies," he said, adding they had repented and vowed not to nmislead the
Muslinms with the banned teachings.

Asked what were the i medi ate plans for the group, Pahrol hoped they
woul d be able to assinilate into the mai nstream society.

"Li ke everybody el se, we hope to find jobs and | ook after our famlies,"
he sai d, adding they would undergo rehabilitation programes and
counsel | i ng.

Dr Mansor, 45, hoped to speak to former Al Argam nenbers on the
m sl eadi ng teachings and practices. "I have repented and | hope to return
to the right path of Islam™

He praised the governnent for taking firmand strong neasures to ensure
the teachings did not spread further.

"In this context, | believe Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is also the Hone Mnister, police and the then Islanmic
Affairs Division of the Prine Mnister's Departnent had acted swi ftly
bef ore nore damage coul d be done to Muslimunity," he said.

Al 13 were put under restricted residence in Perak, Penang, Ml acca,
Pahang and Negri Senbil an.
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