09 CCT 1997
Mahat hi r - Chi nese
19 CHI NESE YOUTH ASSQOCI ATI ONS SUPPORT DR MAHATHI R

SEREMBAN, Cct 9 (Bernamm) -- Nineteen Chinese youth associations in
Negeri Senbilan today expressed full support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanad in facing the current hurdles particularly efforts to
hurt his | eadership and the country.

A resolution to this effect was taken at a meeting of the associations
at the Negeri Senbilan Chi nese Assenbly Hall here.

The Chi nese associ ations included the Gerakan Belia Bersatu (GBB),

Per gerakan Belia Mal aysia and Persatuan Buddha.

Meeting coordi nator Siow Koi Voon told reporters that the tinme had conme
for every citizen to extend his solid support to the Prine Mnister and his
governnent which had ensured peace, stability and prosperity in the
country.

He said from next week onwards the Chinese youth associations woul d
organi se canpaigns and tal ks throughout Negeri Senbilan to voice support
for Dr Mahathir.

The National Rubber Snmll hol ders Association of Ml aysia al so expressed
full support for Dr Mahathir's continued |eadership of the nation.

Its president Datuk Ahnad Arshad al so urged Dr Mahathir not to bow to
the foreign nedia which has been pressuring himto resign.

Ahrmad said the association considered the foreign nedia as an eneny and
referred to the Malay proverb: The barks of a dog will not nove the
nount ai n.

"This is because the nountain (Dr Mahathir) is solid and has the
support of all Malaysians including the opposition,”™ he said here today.

In relation to this he urged all snallholders and the rural people to
patiently accept the fall of the ringgit as a tenporary phenonenon.

He al so advi sed rubber snallholders to be thrifty and to refrain from
buyi ng i nported goods and non-essenti al s.

Meanwhi | e Mal aysi an Youth Council president Datuk Suhaim |brahim said
that to the Ml aysian youths Dr Mahathir was a hero

" W& pledge to defend his position as the nation's Prine Mnister from
any attack," he said.

"W want the world to know that the people and the country need Dr
Mahathir's | eadership and we will not bow to pressures,” he said

He said the MYC which had a nmenbership of 1.8 nillion was confident Dr
Mahat hir woul d be able to handl e the national econony well.

"The MYC does not care what the foreign nmedia say. W do not want
foreigners to interfere and to teach us what to do and what nore if it
affects Dr Mahathir's leadersip of the country,” he said in a statement. --
BERNANA
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