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1997 can be an even better year, says PM

THE country achi eved many successes in 1996. It launched the Miltinedia
Super Corridor, two tel ecomunications satellites and the nationa

nmot orcycl e, took over the renowned British sports car conpany Lotus, and
saw the first Mal aysi an appointed as the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly
presi dent.

But Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said 1997 can be an
even better year. To have that, Ml aysians nust avoid bei ng conpl acent and
arrogant and instead strengthen their resolve to work even harder.

"For only with hard work can we ensure the country's continued success,"
he said in his televised New Year's nessage | ast night.

Dr Mahathir al so urged Mal aysians to preserve unity and to renmenber the
| ess fortunate. He nmentioned | ast week's stormthat killed over 160 people
in Sabah at the onset of his nessage.

"W are grateful that, although Sabah was hit by a severe rainstorml ast
Thur sday which clained nore than a hundred |ives and destroyed properties,
1996 whi ch ended today is neverthel ess on the whole a historic year for
our nation.

"Stability and peace prevail ed t hroughout 1996 and our econony al so
achi eved a high growth rate of nore than 8 per cent. At the sane tineg,

i nflation was under control maintaining its low |l evel. Those wishing to
wor k have the opportunity to do so, while earning relatively high
i ncones," he added.

The need for Mal aysians to master information technology (IT) in the new
year featured promnently in his nessage. To get ahead, Mal aysi ans have no
choice but to strive for greater know edge and skills in I T. The people
shoul d be prepared to adjust their way of life and work towards the IT
era, especially with the formation of the MSC

" We do not have a choice. The information era will force us to
change our lifestyle and our way of working," Dr Mahathir said.

The new know edge is not difficult to acquire; in fact, nmany Ml aysi ans
of all races have already nmastered this know edge to the extent of being
nmor e advanced than sone of those in the devel oped countries.

"Therefore there is no reason why other Ml aysi ans cannot master this
know edge to the level that is required. W nust have confidence in
ourselves. God willing, we will succeed," he said.

In urging the people to strengthen their resolve to work harder, Dr
Mahat hir said the mastering of new technology inthe IT era will help
boost their incones and the country's econom c grow h.

He said the MSC, which includes the proposed Putra Jaya township and
Cyber City, would be equipped with infrastructural comrunication
facilities to enable various types of nmultinedia transactions - audi o,

i magi ng, data and all other information.

The MSC covers a 15km by 50km zone extending fromthe Kuala Lunpur Gty
Centre to the new KL International Airport in Sepang.

"Wth this, the use of paper correspondence and cash will be reduced.

"Instead, all daily matters, governnment adninistration and busi ness
transactions will be done through the conputer.

"Simlarly industries will be using conputers that can be |inked
wor | dwi de, " he sai d.

"This will be the kind of life that will be first introduced in the MSC
and t hen subsequently throughout the nation.



"This neans that our way of life will change. Wiether we are able to
adapt to these new changes, whether we will benefit fromthemor not, wll
depend on us. The earlier we adapt ourselves and the faster we acquire
this new know edge, the better will be our future.”

He said Mal aysi a has succeeded in beconing an industrial nation and is
now entering the I T era, one in which the workforce consists of
know egabl e wor kers.

The Prime M nister said the acquisition of new technol ogy is inportant
to overcome the shortage of workers and to end the dependence on foreign
wor kers. Dependence on foreign workers is unhealthy because it limts
i ncone increases for the people, he said.

"For as long as we adhere to the old technol ogy, we will be left behind,
the way we woul d have been if we had continued with padi planting and
rubber tapping. Wiether we like it or not, we have to accept this era of
i nformati on technol ogy," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent has set up many universities and new
educational institutions offering courses on IT and its application. The
wor kpl ace, too, will provide training opportunities for workers who are
i nterested, he said.

He al so spoke on the need to intensify efforts to eradi cate poverty,
whi ch has been reduced fromover-40 per cent to | ess than 15 per cent.

"I'n our excitenment over building skyscrapers and towers, expressways,
hi gh class towns and ot hers, have we downgraded our efforts to elininate
poverty?

"Did we not create so many jobs that we are forced to accept foreign
workers? Can we wait until we have totally eradicated poverty before we
beautify our towns, clean our drains and plant flowering plants?" he said.

"... We do not erect statues to ourselves, nor nanme places after
| eaders," he said.

The Prime M nister also urged all quarters to stop taking advantage of
others' misfortune. In particular, he slanmred non-gover nnent al
organi sations that deliberately tried in 1996 to create situations to
invite police action against themand then criticise the Governnment for
bei ng supposedl y undenocrati c.

"Let us not use the misfortune of others for our charade.

"There are serious matters that need to be champi oned w t hout
deliberately baiting our security forces to take action, thus nmaking this
country a target of ridicule by some groups."

In his message, Dr Mahathir also |isted as major achi evenents for the
nation the |launch of the Rusa van by Perodua, the country's second
national car manufacturer; the increase in Malaysia's per capita incone to
US$4, 457 (US$1=RM2. 53) or, in purchasing power parity the equival ent of
US$12,508; and the | aunch of the Seventh Ml aysi an Plan (1996-2000) and
the Second Industrial Master Plan (1996-2005).
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