11/ 03/ 1997
20,000 at open-air charity dinner

C. Navar at nam
I T was al nbst unbelievable. For it is not every night that you get to see
20, 000 people sitting down to an open-air dinner.

This was the amazi ng sight when 2,020 tables were set up at the Serenban
Muni ci pal ground for the charity dinner.

The di nner was organi sed on a grand scale to raise funds for the newy-
bui |t Mawar Haenodi al ysis Centre in Jal an Rasah.

The occasion was graced by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmed | sa Abdul Sanad, his
wi fe Puan Sri Hazizah Tunmin, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik,
M ni sters, State Assenbl ymen, heads of CGovernnent departnments and donors.

Anong the prom nent donors who turned up were Tal am Corporati on Bhd
chai rman and group nmanagi ng di rector Datuk Chan Ah Chye who donated RM
m | lion and Roadbuilders (M Hol di ngs chairman Tengku Ahrmad Rit hauddeen
I smai | who handed over a nock cheque for RML million.

The response fromthe donors was overwhel m ng.

The organi sers were able to collect RMIO million for the centre.

Earlier that day, Dr Mahathir had decl ared open the dialysis centre
housed in a four-storey building close to the Serenban Hospital.

State Executive Councillor Datuk Dr Yeow Chai Thiam chairman of the
centre which is said to be the biggest in Asia, said the idea to put up
the building to help the poor cane fromthe Menteri Besar.

"When ki dney patients conme here for treatment, we will only charge them
RM70 for each visit.

"If they go to private clinics, they will have pay between RML20 and
RML50 for each session," said Dr Yeow.

The centre is manned by a doctor and four nurses.
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