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Asean- Book
30 YEARS OF ASEAN | N BERNAMA' S FI RST BOOK

KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 15 (Bernamm) -- The historic nonments and col ourful
faces of Asean and its 500 million people are captured in pictures in the
first-ever book produced by Bernanma which was |aunched by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad here today.

The gl ossy 200- page pictorial book "Asean: One Regi on One Vision",
produced to comrenorate Asean's 30th anniversary, was |aunched on the
sidelines of the second Asean Informal Summit at Pal ace of The Gol den
Horses hotel here.

The | aunch by Dr Mahathir was witnessed by the | eaders of the eight
ot her Asean nenber countries -- Brunei, |ndonesia, Philippines, Singapore,
Thai | and, Vietnam Manmar and Laos -- who are gathered here for their
two-day summit.

The cerenony took place after the nine Foreign Mnisters signed the
menor andum of understanding for the setting up of the Asean Foundation and
the Economic Mnisters inked the Protocol to Inplenment the Initial Package
of Conmmitnents under the Asean Franework Agreement on Services.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpani ed by Bernama chairnman Datuk Abu Bakar Hanid
unvei l ed and signed on the nock-up of the book.

The Malaysian prinme minister and all the other Asean |eaders will be
presented with a copy of the book whose 300 pictures put Asean under one
roof, looking at its past, present and future.

Organised into four chapters, the book presents the grouping in its
hi storial perpective, |andscape, devel opnents and progress, peoples,
cultures and ways of life.

The book also contains a candid interview with fornmer Thai Foreign
M ni ster Tun Dr Thanat Khoman, one of the signatories of the Bangkok
Decl arati on of August 1967 that established Asean.

In the interview, the Thai elder statesman recounted how Asean was
actually set up, his perceptions and hopes for the organisation which he
hel ped found.

It also contains interviews with |eaders like Dr Mhathir, President
Fi del Ranbs of the Philippines and Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong of
Si ngapore on their assessment on the strength and weaknesses of Asean and
its future direction.

Conpi l ed by the head of Bernama Photo Service Rosli Hurmin and edited
by Bernana Features and Foreign News Service Editor Kuah Guan Oo, the book
is printed in limted copies, and will be supplied to libraries, governnment
departments, the Asean Secretariat and sel ected bookstores as a collector's
item

Dr Mahathir, in his nessage in the book, says after 30 years of
cooperative endeavours, Asean is now nmore than a household word in the
region that enbodies a common vision of stability, security and progress
shared by the | eaders and peopl e of Southeast Asia.

He says Asean | eaders face an endless challenge to lift the
organi sation to greater hei ghts.--BERNAVA
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