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460 firms taking part in exhibition

MORE t han 460 conpanies from 34 countries are participating in the Food
and Hotel Mal aysia 1997 exhibition being held at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre until Saturday.

Refl ecting the strong growh of the tourismand hospitality industry,
the exhi bition organi sed by Ml aysi an Exhi bition Services Sdn Bhd is being
supported by the Ml aysi an Associ ati on of Hotels.

Al so supporting the event open to trade professionals only is the
Vet erinary Services Departnent.

Mal aysi an Exhi bition Services director Brendan Kelly said the
International Trade and I ndustry Mnistry's approval of about 420 hot el
projects involving capital investnents worth RVM2.2 billion from1992 til
June this year had contributed significantly to the growh and expansion
of the hotel, hospitality and distributive trade sectors.

"The tremendous on-goi ng hotel devel opnent projects in the country and
the targeted building of 1,340 hotels by the year 2000, have buoyed the
need for | atest technol ogies and services to inprove quality, productivity
and efficiency of the related sectors.

"W are confident that the four-day FHM' 97 exhibition will accomobdate
the hospitality and related i ndustries' needs to keep abreast of the
| at est technol ogi cal devel opnents and trends," Kelly said.

He added that the exhibition would provide the necessary |inkages for
bot h donestic and foreign entrepreneurs to tap the increasing business
opportunities on offer in Ml aysia.

"Since the inauguration of FHMin 1993, and for the first tinme ever,
this year's show has been strongly dom nated by 134 Ml aysi an conpani es.

"Overseas exhibitors include three national pavilions, with the United
States being represented by 67 conpanies followed by Australia with 32 and
Britain with 28 participants,” he said.

Various aspects of the food and hospitality industries, including food
and food ingredients, all types of food and beverage equi pnent,
furnishings for restaurants and hotels, conputerised hotel nmanagenent
systems, agricultural products, entertai nnent equi pnment for restaurants,
hotel s, pubs and many others will be displayed at the exhibition.

The |l argest | ocal exhibitor will be NKR Continental (M Sdn Bhd, a
| eadi ng manuf acturer of commercial kitchen equiprent.

Among the new products to be featured are a German-nmade Wnterhal ter
Rack Conveyor Di shwasher with a high throughput of up to 120 racks per
hour, the CinmaPlus Conmbi nulti-functional oven and the Alto-Shanmm nobil e
satelite kitchen.

The d i maPl us Combi Oven, which involved a research and devel opnent
i nvestment of about RM32 million, was |aunched in Europe last nonth. It is
a highly intelligent, fully automatic and user-friendly oven with 99
cooki ng progranmes that enabl e baking, roasting, grilling, stean ng,
poachi ng and boiling at the touch of a button.

In conjunction with the show, two conpl enentary events, the Fourth
Internati onal Meat and Poultry Show '97 and Culinaire Malaysia '97, both
open to the public, are also being held.

A variety of products and services for the fast-growi ng neat, poultry
and agricul ture conpanies including Australian Meat and Livestock
Cor poration, Pok Brothers, Prima Agri/Angliss Food and Si nnah Food
i ndustries, are also participating.



Culinaire Malaysia '97 expects to draw sone 700 chefs from nmenber and
non- nenber hotels as well as i ndependent restaurants nationw de to display
their skills and artistic talents in the Johan Kemahi ran Mal aysi a
conpetition.

The patron of Johan Kermhiran Ml aysia being Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, the wi nners of the conmpetition will receive the
coveted Prine Mnister's Gol den Hand Award Trophy in addition to cash
prizes and certificates.

Tickets for Culinaire Malaysia '97 will be sold at the entrance of PWC
at RVb each for adults and RMB each for children.

In anticipation of the release of the new Food Hygi ene Regul ati ons, a
one-day hygi ene workshop for the food service i ndustry has al so been
organi sed by UNIPEQ the Food Quality Research Unit of the Universiti
Kebangsaan Ml aysi a.

Anpong topics to be discussed are The Law and Food Hygi ene, Food Safety
Chal | enge, The Hygi eni c Environment and The Rol e of Training In Food

Hygi ene.
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