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5 European nations keen on Trans Asia Railway project
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THE proposed Trans Asia Railway project, which will link Singapore to
Kunm ng in Sout hern China, has attracted the interest of Germany, Italy,
France, Britain and Pol and. Deputy Transport M nister Datuk Wra Mhd Al
Rustam sai d these countries had shown a keen interest through their
respective official mnisterial visits to Ml aysi a.

He was speaking to reporters after nmeeting Berlin Devel opnent, Housing
and Transport M nister Senator Juergen Kl emann in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.
Mohd Ali however could not comment on the extent of their interest in

t he project.

He said that the prelinmnary study of the Trans Asia Railway study will
be conpl eted by the end of this year.

The Trans Asia Railway project, to run through 11 countries from Sout h-
East Asia to South West China, was first proposed by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad two years ago. Malaysia is the chairman of the
wor ki ng group and coordi nator of the project.

The Berlin delegation also expressed interest in the bridge to link
Mal aysi a and Sumatra, and Mohd Ali directed themto liaise directly with
the private consortiuns involved in the project.

The German del egation, conprising 9 del egates fromthe Berlin Minicipa
Aut hority and | eaders of big German based conpanies in Malaysia, is in
Mal aysia on a three-day visit. On newspaper reports that notorists had
been i ssued sumonses through the post on traffic of fences which they did
not commt, Mohd Ali said the mnistry has yet to receive any conplaints
on the matter. Reports alleged that some recipients of sunmmonses did not
even own cars.

He said notorists who can prove that they were not at the place at the
time as stated in the summonses can | odge an official conplaint to the
mnistry to enable further investigations to be carried out. Later at
anot her function, Mohd Ali said no decision had been nmade on the issue of
car pooling yet because the Governnent is waiting for the city's transport
infrastructure to be conpleted first.

"The Governnent will observe the situation after everything is in place.
Perhaps by then we will not even need to inpose car pooling, depending on
the congestion in the city,"” he said, adding that traffic is expected to
be reduced by 30 per cent once all the infrastructures are in place.
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