31/ 03/ 1997

500 Pas nenbers "invade' Kel ana Jaya cricket pitch

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - A cricket match between Hol | and and Canada was cal | ed
of f today when about 500 Pas youths, protesting agai nst presence of the
Israeli cricket teamhere, "occupied" the PKNS field in Kel ana Jaya.

I srael was scheduled to play G braltar at the Kel ana Jaya field but the
venue was changed | ast night and the Canada-Hol | and match, to be played at
the Rubber Research Institute grounds in Sungai Bul oh, was noved to Kel ana
Jaya.

The match is part of the 21-day Carlsberg International Cricket Counci
Trophy conpetition

Match referee and I CC official on duty John Reid said the match was
called off for the safety of the players.

Rei d, acconpani ed by Canadi an and Dutch team managers, net Pas centra
youth council secretary Mahfuz Omar, who led the protest, and explained to
himthat the venue of the match between |srael and G braltar had been
changed.

When Reid refused to disclose the new venue, the protesters nmarched
around the field and gathered in front of the grandstand, forcing Reid to
call off the match between Hol Il and and Canada

The protesters, demandi ng that the Governnent cancel the visas of the
I sraeli players, also damaged and burned several bill boards.

"W will rmonitor the novenent of the teamand, if necessary, we will
protest again - wherever they may play," Mahfuz said, adding that the
protest was the third one by Pas.

He said the protesters had al so brought al ong seven stones each.

A statement issued by the protesters stated that the Governnment's
decision to issue visas to the Israeli team nmarked the begi nning of
efforts to start diplomatic relations with the country.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had said that allow ng the
Israeli teamto play here would show the Israelis that people fromvarious
religions can live together
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