19/ 08/ 1997
7 heads of states to address forum

Kamar ul Yunus
PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will be one of seven
Conmonweal t h heads of governnent |eaders invited to address the
organi sation's inaugural business forumin London in Cctober, Comobnweal th
Secretary- General Chief Eneka Anyaoku sai d yesterday,

The other six are the prinme mnisters of Britain, Canada, Australia,
Si ngapore, Sri Lanka and Bar bados.

Anyaoku said four finance mnisters, nanmely fromlndia, Z nbabwe, South
Africa and Bangl adesh, have al so been invited to speak at the forum

Speaki ng at a | uncheon organi sed by the National Press Club in Kual a
Lunpur yesterday, Anyaoku said sone 300 participants are expected to
attend the forumwhich is being held for the first time prior to the
com ng four-day Commonweal th Heads of Governnent Meeting (CHOGM in
Edi nbur gh, Scotl and, from Cctober 24.

He said 200 participants will cone fromthe corporate sector, while the
remai ning 100 fromthe governnment agenci es and depart nents.

"The business forumis being held to di scuss how the private sector can
contribute in the devel opnent of national economc projects within the
Commonweal t h.

"It is also hoped that it will boost trade investnent anong the private
sector of the Commonwealth countries," he said, addi ng Cormonweal t h
mar kets currently accounted for sonme 20 per cent of the global trade.

As such, he said, there is roomfor expanding in investnent and trade
wi t hin the Commonweal t h.

For instance, he said, Malaysia' s investnment rate in several countries
such as in South Africa, Ghana and the Asia-Pacific has been grow ng
rapidly.

"I hope this forumw Il encourage further growh such as investnent in
the Commonweal th countries,” he said, adding the Cormobnweal t h has al so set
up a regional investnment fund to boost trade anong the Comonweal t h
countri es.

He al so acknow edged that Mal aysia has been playing a pronminent role in
Conmonweal th and even contri buted through the Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund
some US$10 million (US$1l = RM2.79) to the Commonweal th Regi onal | nvestnent
Fund's first project in Africa.

"W are also planning to invest in the Pacific region, South Asia and
the Carri bean. We hope Mal aysia can contribute its investnent," he added.
Anyaoku, who arived Kuala Lunmpur |ast Friday for a five-day visit to
Mal aysia, was on a tour to five Commonweal th countries to undertake

consultations with several key | eaders to prepare for CHOGM

Prior to Mal aysia, he had visited Singapore and Brunei. He will be
| eaving for South Africa today and | ater Nami bia before returning to
London.

"I came to these five countries to consult the | eaders on the
preparation for CHOGM Before | finalise ny proposal to be presented at
the neeting, | need to talk to some of the key | eaders on their gui dance
and views," he added.

Prai sing Dr Mahathir as a | eader who inspired the country's dynam c
econom ¢ growt h, Anyaoku said he had sought the prinme ninister's view on
how to make a great success of the next CHOGM

The neeting will also take on a special economc thene, the first in the
hi story of CHOGM "That is why we conme to this part of the region (South-



East Asia)," he said, adding the Association of South-East Asian Nations
(Asean) has been achieving an adm rable rate of progress in the past nine
to 10 years.

"Therefore, it is appropriate for me to come and talk to Dr Mahathir who
led the country to a marvel |l ous econoni ¢ performance as well as neeting
wi th Si ngapore prem er Goh Chok Tong and the Sultan of Brunei."

Anyaoku al so stressed the inportance of forging an intra-|inkage between
Conmonweal th countries and ot her regi onal groupings such as Asean and the
North Atlantic Free Trade Area.

"These are groupi ngs which are potential devel opnment econom es but they
al so need |inkages across other region.

"But with 53-nenber countries, that is why Commonweal th can constitute a
I'ink or contact across the world,"” he added.

Replying to a question, Anyaoku said he hoped for the return of Fiji
into Commonweal th during the comng CHOGM The fate of Nigeria and Sierra
Leone wi |l be deci ded when t he ei ght-nenber Commonweal th M nisteri al
Action G oup (CMAG neets next nonth.

"The return of Nigeria and Sierra Leone, whose nenbershi p was suspended
at the previous biennial CHOGMin Auckland, will depend on the CMAG s
deci sion. The CMAG wi || neet next month to fornul ate reconmendation to the
Conmonweal t h heads of government," he added.

On Hong Kong, Anyaoku said the non-governnment adninistrators and
professionals can still contribute and participate in activities organised
by Commnweal th al t hough the island' s governnment admi nistrative had been
handed over to the Chinese rule since July 1

On preparation for the Cormonweal th Ganes in Kual a Lunpur next year,
Anyaoku said he has full confidence that the event will be a success based
on his recent visit to the Ganes' sites and video tape submitted to him
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