07/ 03/ 1997
72 trees at highway site to be rel ocated

Leong Shen-|

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Thanks to the national greening canpaign and the
pl edge by Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, 72 trees along Jal an
Tun Razak will be spared the axe of a hi ghway devel oper and pl aced in
anot her area.

Threatened by the construction of the RML.2 billion dedicated hi ghway
I'i nki ng Kual a Lunpur with Putrajaya and the Kual a Lunpur | nternational
Airport in Sepang which begins at that point, the trees will now be
rel ocated rat her than destroyed.

A visit to the area by the New Straits Tinmes reveal ed that the trees,
nmostly janbu | aut (Eugenia grandis) with four Flane of the Forest or
semarak api (Delonix regia) trees, were |located on the nedian of Jalan Tun
Razak fromthe Kanpung Pandan roundabout to the Jalan Inai intersection.

The | eafy trees forma serene green corridor along the busy Jalan Tun
Razak.

Sany Vellu's pledge on the 72 trees was nade yesterday after he
announced that the Cabi net had approved the proposed revised routes for
t he hi ghway.

The Cabi net deci ded that the hi ghway shoul d include Jal an Tun Razak,
Kanpung Pandan, Jal an Cheras, Jal an Kuchai Lama, Sal ak Sout h and Bukit
Jalil, said Sany Vell u.

He said the Mal aysi an H ghway Authority and the project consultants had
identified 72 trees which woul d have to nake way for the project.

He al so said his mnistry had consulted the Forest Research Institute of
Mal aysi a whi ch gave the assurance that the trees could be transpl anted

The consortiumundertaki ng the project, Konsortium Lapangan Terjaya Sdn
Bhd, will be rmade responsible for the 72 trees even after they have been
transpl ant ed.

He said the replanting process would take about three nonths as the
consortiumwoul d have to find suitable areas for the trees.

The pl edge was nade as part of the national greening canpai gn which was
| aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad on Monday.

In a rel ated devel opnment, the president of the Petaling Jaya Residents
Association, S. Rajalingam said its nmenbers wel comed the Governnent's
efforts to pronote the planting of trees.

"Such canpai gns shoul d be ongoi ng and not done on an ad hoc basis," he
said in a statenent faxed to the New Straits Ti nes today.

Raj al i ngamsaid the main cul prits who caused the di sappearance of trees
wer e devel opers and contractors.

The | ack of enforcenent by local authorities too, according to him has
contributed to the unfortunate situation.

"I'f the authorities had strictly enforced the Town and Country Pl anni ng
Act (Anendrment Act 1995), thousand of trees woul d have been saved, naking
such greeni ng canpai gns unnecessary," he said.

Raj al i ngam added t hat the associati on woul d support any progranme
initiated by the municipal council on the preservation of greenery in
Pet al i ng Jaya.
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