17/ 12/ 1997
95 Protons cars sent to Lebanon in |l ast two nont hs

A. Devar aj
LEBANON has inported 95 Proton cars in the last two nonths with anot her
100 cars to be shipped there next nonth.

Mal aysi an Lebanese Tradi ng House Ltd executive chairnman Datuk Mohamad T.
Al -Ozeir said yesterday they expected to capture five per cent of the
Lebanese passenger car market by the end of next year.

"Qur plan next year is to inport another 400 cars but we may double the
nunber dependi ng on the denmand.

"There is a big denmand for the Satria nodel anbng the younger generation
in Lebanon and we expect the Satria to be our top seller,” said Al -Czeir
who has asked at | east 50 Satrias for next nonth's shipnent.

He added that nbst of the cars inported over the |ast two nonths had
been sol d.

MLTH was awarded the distribution rights in June when Perusahaan
O onpbi | Nasi onal Bhd and MLTH si gned an agreenent during the visit of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad to Lebanon.

Al -Ozeir said MLTH al so had the first option to export Proton cars to
Syri a.

"However, we only expect to export cars into Syria in the niddle of next
year.

"Qur plan is to establish Proton in Lebanon first."

Lebanon is the eighth Proton market in the M ddl e East.

The other countries inporting Proton cars are Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emrates, Qatar, Oran, Kuwait, Jordan and Bahrain

On the Lebanese car market, Al -QOzeir said Korean and Japanese nodel s
dom nat ed t he narket.

"However the prices of the Proton cars are very conpetitive conpared to
t he Japanese and Korean nodels and, for that reason, we are confident of
boosti ng sal es.

"There were al so encouraging wite-ups on the quality of Proton cars in
aut onobi | e magazi nes i n Lebanon.

"Qur workshop is fully equi pped and we have all the spare parts as we
believe that after-sales service is very inportant.

"And our spare parts are cheaper than our conpetitors, which gives us an
edge over them" Al -Qzeir said.

He added that as Lebanon had a population of only 3.5 mllion, he was
considering hire-purchase facilities to increase sales.
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