25/ 11/ 1997
A boost for Malay theatre

Arfah Abdul I ah

MALAY theatre is receiving the desired attenti on and support fromthe
corporate world, starting with the sponsorship of the children's nusica
Taman Bagi nda.

FACB Bhd subsi di ary Nexus Gol f Resort Karanbunai, and Kretam Hol di ngs
Ber had have each pl edged RMLOO, 000; and organi sers Utusan Mal aysia and the
New Straits Times are contri buting RM5, 000 each towards the production

"We feel that it is inportant for the corporate world to contribute
towards the arts," said Utusan G oup executive chairman and joi nt advi ser
of the production Tan Sri Kamarul Ariffin.

"If local productions are not supported by the | ocals, then how el se are
we going to showcase our culture?" said Kamarul at the cheque presentation
cerenony held at Uusan's head office | ast week.

"W have to give an opportunity to |l ocal works, so that we are not only
exposed to foreign culture. This goes for filmand literature as well," he
sai d.

Besi des Kamarul, the other joint advisers are the president and CEO of
FACB group of conpanies Tan Sri Chen Lip Keong and vice chairman and CEO
of Kretam Dat uk Ahrmad Zahi d Hami di .

Joint chairnmen of the production will be Utusan group editor Datuk Johan
Jaaf ar and NST group editor Datuk Abdul Kadir Jasin.

Kamarul said that Ml aysia has not really focused on the devel opnent of
the arts since its I ndependence in 1957.

"The arts have been neglected for too long. If we focus on the
devel oprment of the econony w thout placing due enphasis on the devel opnent
of the arts, we will lose out in the end," he said.

"Plans for the Panggung Negara first surfaced in 1971 but it was not
financially viable then. Now wi th financial backing and support from our
Prime Mnister, the Panggung is due to be conpleted and utilised next
year."

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad is the patron of Tanman
Bagi nda, which will be showi ng at MATIC, Jal an Anpang, Kual a Lunpur from
Dec 12 to 17.

Ut usan has organi sed and sponsored a few productions over the last two
years, namely the staging of Tan Sri A. Samad Said's Lantai T. Pinkie |ast
year and their oft-held Mal am Pui si .

"We don't only want to build the Panggung, but we also want to fill it.
If we do not find support locally, where else can we find it?" said
Kamar ul

"W have to see how we can contribute to the devel opnent of the arts in
theatre and drama. | hope nore people will cone forward and contribute
towards the arts," he said.

Dat uk Johan Jaafar, who in his younger days was quite involved in the
theatre scene, feels that helping to bring in a "new breed" of audience is
the significant part of sponsoring Malay theatre productions.

"As nore such productions are staged, "we will see this new breed of
audi ence energi ng - those who have never been to see Malay theatre, those
who are used to seeing English productions and even student actors," said
Johan.

"I was active in theatre before, and it was very difficult to get
sponsorships. Now it is relatively easier, but we still have to join
forces and work harder at obtaining sponsors.”



Johan al so said that Uusan is nore concerned about Ml ay productions
because English theatre groups have better financial support.

"The problemwi th Malay theatre groups is that there are a ot of snall
groups out there who are not quite well organised.

"W want to help themin ternms of managenent skills, find sponsorship
and also to give publicity. W can also help in identifying talents and
potential groups which we can sponsor

"Of course, we want to encourage quality productions, so in one year, we
will probably identify one or two theatre groups.”

Taman Baginda is a story of computer-savvy |Inda, a 12-year-old boy, who
whil e creating conputer game Taman Bagi nda, gets caught in cyber-nystical
confusion and ends up living an imaginary life through the programe.

The nusi cal has a cast of 50 children aged seven to 15 from Tunas
Budaya, of the Federal Territory Department of Culture and Arts. It is
directed by Zaifri Husin.

Tickets are available fromtonorrow at MATIC (03-

2648337/ 2648343/ 2643929) and at Utusan Ml aysi a head office, Jalan Lim
t hrough Jal an Chan Sow Lin, Sungai Besi, Kuala Lunpur at (03-2217055/
217171/ 2217183) .
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