21 OCT 1997
A BUSI NESSVMAN' S VI EW OF FI NANCI AL CRI SES

By: Abdul Rahnman Ahnad

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 21 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew, managing
director of the Country Heights property group, today offered a
busi nessman's view on how to deal with the current financial turbulence:
manage your conpanies well.

"I'f you don't manage well, you will get beaten. | nyself tell the
workers to work harder. This (crisis) is a challenge. W have been in hard
tinmes, and we nanaged," he said in an interview, as the group prepared its
Pal ace of the Golden Horses Hotel for next Mnday's neeting of the Goup of
15 devel oping countries

The RMR50 million hotel, opened recently, is the centrepiece in the RML
billion Mnes Resort devel opnent near here.

Conmpany managenent ought to, in difficult times especially, comrmunicate
nore with their staff, Lee said.

The national Budget delivered |ast Friday, he added, was in a sense al
about managi ng the country out of its difficulties.

"This is a difficult tine. You have to endure a short (duration of)
pain rather than a | onger period of pain," he said.

Lee said he believed Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to
be a reliable person. "I believe we have a good governnment and they know
how an econony is to be managed. Let the governnent nanage the econony
(because) it really wants to help the people.™

The rest of the world, he noted, was now | ooking at Ml aysia. It had
proven its capability as an industrialising country, for exanple, beconing
the biggest exporter of air-conditioners and sem -conductors.

"Now, this country is focusing on information technology. W want to
prove to the world that we can do it." --BERNAMA
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