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A cel ebrati on of Asean mast erworks

Redza Pi yadasa

THE exhibition entitled "Asean Mast erworks" which will be shown at the

M nes Resort Hotel in Kuala Lunpur, from Decenber 14 to 16, has been set
up as a special cultural event, in conjunction with the Asean Summit, due
to begin in Kual a Lumpur on Decenber 13, 1997.

The exhi bition has been jointly-organised by the Asean Secretari at,
Wsma Putra and Valentina Wllie Fine Arts. The exhibition will be
officially opened by Mal aysian Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmmad, in the presence of all the Asean Heads of governnent.

After its brief 3-day private viewing at the Mnes Resort Hotel, the
show wi || again be set up at the National Art Gallery in Kuala Lunpur from
15 to 31st January 1998, for the view ng of the general public. The art
wor ks have been insured for the sumof US$5 millions (US$1 = RMB. 81).

As stated by the organising commttee's press rel ease, "these sixty art
works wi Il showcase the best of Asean art, highlighting the particul ar
vi sion and achi evement of the Asean artists. Six works each froma nenber
state will be shown along with twel ve works fromthe host country,

Mal aysi a.

"This exhibition is intended to provide an unparall el ed and
unprecedent ed showcase of the region's greatest artistic geniuses,
reflecting regional confidence, style and excel |l ence."

The staging of this highly significant and prestigious art event at the
Asean Summit only reiterates how far nodern South-East Asian art have
travelled since its earlier, nore hunbl e begi nni ngs.

Its roots can be traced back to the 19th century when the Javanese
nobl eman Raden Sal eh Bustaman |left to study art in Holland in 1830 and the
two Filipinos Juan Luna and Fel i x Ressurecion H dalgo went to study art in
Spain in the md-1870s.

The pioneering efforts of these three | egendary regional artists
heral ded a new interest and invol vement with Western-type art in South-
East Asi a.

By the m d-20th century, nodern art endeavours had al ready becone deeply
entrenched throughout the region but our region's nodern artists had
remai ned i sol ated fromeach other due to their different col onial
backgrounds. Colonialismhad fragmented and "partitioned" the different
parts of the region over |ong periods of tine.

It was with the formati on of Asean in Bangkok in 1967 that attenpts are
made to "reunify” the region culturally again. In 1968, the first attenpt
to bring together the region's visual artists took place, with the
organi sing of the First Asean Art Exhibition, in which Indonesia, Mlaysia
and the Philippines participated. This pioneering show was held in Mmnila.

In 1972, the Second Asean Art Exhibition was organised. This tinme arti st
fromall the five founding countries (i.e. Malaysia, |ndonesia, Thail and,
Phi | i ppi nes and Singapore) participated. This show was held in Si ngapore.

In 1974, the idea of an Asean Mobile Art Exhibition was introduced,
travelling to each of the Asean capital cities. This historically -
significant yearly travelling exhibition featured proninently throughout
the 1970s and the 1980s. It was disbanded in the early 1990s.

In retrospect, so much has happened since the staging of the first
nmodest exhi bition of 1968. The region's artists have becone exposed to
each other, since the 1990s, with nore nenbers joining Asean, a nore
vi abl e conception of a | arger nodern Sout h-East Asian art tradition,



transcendi ng the earlier parochial and nationalistic perceptions of the
region's art contexts.

Wth the dynanmic growh of Asean and its new geo-political significance,
a new dynam c overview of this region's cultural achi evenents has al so
energed in the creative arts.

In the case of the visual arts, two major exhibitons were held recently.
In 1996, the Singapore Art Miuseum staged the "Mdernity and Beyond: Thenes
i n Sout h-East Asian Art" exhibition.

In 1997, the Fukuoka Art Museumin Japan staged the historic show
entitled "The Birth of Mbdern Art in South-East Asia - Artists and
Movenents". In each instance, a major art historical publication was
produced defendi ng the i dea of nodern Sout h-East Asian art.

The present exhibition at the Mnes Resort Hotel rmay be viewed as
extendi ng this new conception of a larger, nore all-enconpassing vision of
the region's artisitic achievenents. In the present exhibition, the works
of major nodern artists fromthe nine Asean nmenber countries are projected
and cel ebr at ed.

Artists from Myanmar and Laos are exhibiting within the Asean contexts
for the first time ever in this show The overall picture of nmodern Sout h-
East Asian art is still being filled in, with the passage of ftine. There
is still much to be done in art critical scholarship.

The present exhibition may be thus be viewed as a veritable "Wo's Wo"
of the Asean art scene, bringing together sone of the nost significant
historical figures in the story of nodern Asean Art. Many of the ealier
artists featured in this show have passed away al ready.

Herewith a listing of the artists who are featured in the "Asean
Mast er wor ks" exhi bition, country by country. From Il ndonesia, Raden Sal eh
Bust aman, Affandi, S. Sudjojona, Hendra Gunawan, Srihardi Soedarsono and
Wayan Bendi .

From Thai | and, Fua Hari pitak, Pichai N rand, Thawan Duchance, Montien
Boonma, Vasan Sitthi ket and Panya Viji nthanasarn

From t he Philippines, Fernando Anorsol o, Vincente Manansala, Anita
Magsaysay- Ho, Arturo Luz, Ang Ki ukok and Brenda Farj ar do.

From Si ngapore, Chen Wen Hsi, Georgette Chen, Cheing Soo-pieng, Goh Beng
Kwan, Tan Swee Hi and and Goh Ee Choo.

From Vi et nam Nguyen Fia Tri, Bui Xi an Phai, Nguyen Tu Ngheim Nguyen
Sang, Dang Xuan Hoa and Hong Vi et Dung.

From Brunei, Pengiran Dato Asnal ee, Datin M nuna Mohamad, Awang Sit ai
Zakaria Abdul Hami d, Ml ek Metarsat and Pengiran Tinbang Haji Tuah.

From Laos, Kham Tuan, Lam Phone | nsixi eng nmai, Khanmsuk Keom nnuong, Kong
Phat Luangrath, Kanha Si kounnavng and Anoul om Souvanduone.

From Myanmar, U Ba Nyan, U Ba Kyi, U Ngwee Gai ng, Aung Myint, MPP. Ye
Myint, and M n Wae Aung.

The twel ve Mal aysian artists who are included are, Datuk Syed Ahmad
Jamal , Dato Mohd Hoessein Enas, Dato |brahi mHussein, Abdul Latiff
Mohi di n, Redza Piyadasa, Ismail Zain, Sulainmn Esa, Nirnala
Shanmughal i ngam Dzul ki fli Buyong, Wng Hoy Cheong, Kung Yu-liew and
Patrick Ng Kah Onn.

There are plans to repoduce all the sixty art works in a special Asean
art publication, sonetinmes in June next year.

Do not miss this major Asean art exhibition when it is shown at the
National Art Gllery in January 1998.
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